THE 


TRUTH 


Which God hath ſhewn unto his Servant 


| Richard Staffozd. 


Which He wrote down, as he had in Confideration'before 
him the following Scripture, For the Weapons of our War- 
fare are not Carnal, but Mighty through God, to the 
pulling down of Strong Holas, 2 Cor. 10. 4. 


Cry aloud, ſpare not, lift up thy Voice like a Trumpet, and ſhew my People 
their Tranſgrefſion, and the Houſe of facob their Sins. (Then follows 
their Hypocritical Anſwer, and outward appearance) Yer they ſeck 
me daily, and delight to know my Ways, as a Nation that did Righte- 
ouſneſs, and forſook, not the Ordinance of their God ; they atk, of me the 
Ordinances of Juſt ice ; they take delight in approaching to God,lſa.z8. 1,2. 

' To tan aſide the Right of 4 Man before the Face of the Moſt High, to- ſubvert a Man in 

' bis Cauſe, the Lord approveth nat, Lam.3-35,36. 

Behold, the Princes of Iſrael, every One were in thee to their Power t» ſhed Blood, In 
thee have they ſet light by Father and Mother : tm the Midft of thee bave they dealt by 
Oppreſſion with the Stranger---- Her Prieſts have violated my Law, and have prophaned 
mine holy Things : they have put na difference between the Holy and Prophane, neither 
have they ſhewed difference between the Unclean and the Clean, bid their Byes 
from my Sabbaths. (And. ſo 1 do witneſs iti this my day, Thar and the 
acher Paſtors and Teachers rhrooghour England have hid their Eyes from the breach 
of fix 1n the Decalogne.) And I am prophantd among them. Hee 
Princes in the Mitft thereof are like s Ravening the prey,to ſhed Blood,and to de- 
ftroy Sauls, to get diſhoneſt Gain. And her Prophets have daube4 them, ( viz. whe 
Princes) with untempered Morter, ſeeing Vanity, and divining Lies unts them, ſaying, 

"This ſaith the Lord Gad, when the Lord not ſpoken, Ezek. 22. 6,5,26,27,28.5; -*» 

Let thoſe that fear hes turn unto me, and. thoſe ths have known thy Teftimonier, "Pit. 
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be Sold, or Lent forth, 1 
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To the READER. 


Ecauſe'I had given forth to ſeveral Perſons nnder my'6wn yaadwricing (for 
I through Negligence or Carnal fear Omicred to Princ it) in a Margent op- 
*printed A- pofhire ro that place-where I mencijon that I am* as yet debarred fom the Pub. 
= f lick and Outward Adminiftration of the Minifterial Office by Reaſon of Contr s- 
o chad diftory Oaths and to Me doubtful Subſcriptions; There ſhould come in by way of Mar- 
S afforg. B1nal Nore theie following Words, viz. If God would be pleaſed to open and continue 
E the x ' mnomea large and effeual door of Utoerance, the Breath of my Mouth would blow the 
- 2+ P» unjuſt Poſſeſſars out of the Throne ; and it ſhould be done- without the leaft hurt to their 
n Perſons, but ts the Salvation of their poor Immortal Souls, Which' might be lookr np. 
on as a forward and vain Aflertion, or what ſavours of high Self-conceit or rank En. 
thufaſm : Or what is yer more; This may ſeem like the Great i rms and dro 
Pings forch of Mad Mcn; I did therefore think ir convenient and neceſſary ro P 
iſh One Diſcourſe by way of Specimen and Eſſay; by which even rhe moſt Sober, 
Moderate and [ncelligent Reader might fomewhar judge, that if the like was utcered 
ſucceſſively every Lord's Day with an. Audible and Living Voice toas many ſoever of 
every Rank andCondiction as would come to hear, Whicher indeed within a fewMonths 
and Years by the means of ſtirring up others alſo, and by the furcher ſpreading of 
Truth, and the like Preaching of Righteouſneſs in other Congregations, which would 
ſpring up in like manner, this very ſame effeft would not indeed follow, and be 
' ſo accompliſhed, as is abore ſpoken of, This ſhews the Great Force and Power of 
Which is @ the Word of the Lord ; where it can have fee comrſe,and be chroughly known atid Uni- 
diſtin verfally received; In that it is able ro Convert Sinners from the Error of their Ways,and 
Thing from 19 pull d»wn the ftrongeſt bold of Tranſgrefſion which is in this World ; As is firſt to 
theThought# Unhinge, and then caſt the 7hrone of iniquity dawn to the Ground, and remove that 
or Words of Miſtbief wt ich is framed by a Law. Tho the one is ſet up, and both are confirmed 
Mon, by all the Strengeh and Power, Policy and Wiſdom of this World. . They can alſo 
give Preſent, Viſible, and ſenſible Rewards and Puniſhments; Bur. the Diſpenſarions 
of our God arc furure, Inviſible, and only ro be believed. They are made known 
1a us in Herd, or in a flill Voice, which. is not. ſeep, and only to be. perceived. 'Bur _ 
further, It is in Power and,much Aſſurance, that there ſhould be þ CEE in Performance 
of thoſe Things which are told us from the Zord, and the” Word of bis Revelation. 
Though. this is eſteemed Weakneſs, Ir is ſtronger than Men, and the fooliſhneſs of God 
is Wiſer than Men. Eta bc 
\* 4c hath been thus chought of and brag becauſe of og oe eh ipdges 
of the Natural Man's apprehenfion, th not know or. diſcern theſe Thivgs ; and 
alfo-from che nuke]. and deceitful handlers thereof ; who cither know not, or 
kar ir to run in its. due Cogency :"Leſt ir ſhould ſeem ferrible to the People, 
and therefore they Yield unto their Will and Tempration to ſpeak unto them by the 
way of Human Reaſoning-or Mocal Perſwafion, and that they will bear and can En- 
- ', But the Word of God Pricks, Ads =. 37. and cuts to the Heart, AQts 7. 54, 
a4 oh have Ihbewed them by my Prophets, I have ſlain them by the Wards of my Monks 
ol.6.5. 'for there is a Manifeſt Diverfiry- berween mm -"} pe; 
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Tothe "READER. | | 
and theflar infipid Diftourtes of and unfaichful Teachers, or of our Modern: 
$cribes and Declaimers. . Both Prieſts and People are under the delufion of Saran z for. 
the ourward Defire of Many is to rut the dreadful Venture of falling into Hell,rather 
than to bear rhe Yexation in Reading or Hearing the Report thereof ; and they will 
Ignorancly and blindly go on to ſuffer the Thing it ſelf, which is ten Thouſand crimes 
Worſe than the Utmoſt Irkſomneſs to be Warned to flee from the Wrath to come, For 
thits ſeems to. de the yery Reaſon why People do fill continue willingly Ignorant, which «<...... 
is pd Excuſe : For every Truth of God ought to be ſj and Publiſhed, oO to be heard 
or Read, conſider'd of and Received much more than the Laws, Proclamarions, Decla- 
rations, Edits and Orders of our Kings and Governours after the Fleſh, as God is 
Greater than they : Even He that abides of »/d, and fitteth King far ever ; When. the 
Gods of the Earth are fer up for a licrle rime, and ſome are put down again ; bur all. 
of chem dye lihe Men ; Yer the ſhort-lived Inhabirancs of the Earch do deſpiſe, are © 
ſtubborn againft 3 chey do rejeR and will nor-receive the Word of the Ertcrnal God; 
Which doch manifeſt their Diſobedience and Rebellion, 

There is a ſorr of People, (and in this way the Clergy.dq rather exceed the Laity) 
Piſeſſed with the Spirit of Diſobedience, coming out of the World, the Place thereof, ex- 
ceeding fierce, ſo that vo Man might controul or contradi&t them, when rhey Meet 
with Jeſus the Son of Ged ; which is the WORD ; They think within themſelves, This. 
will torment them before the Time ; and therefore they fly off and will not have ro do * 
with ir. And indeed were Mankind fo as thoſe who befool them, I mean in the ſtare 
of Devils irreverſibly doomed ro Damnation, then in Truth co pur them in mind of + 
God and Ererniry,would be ro torment them before the Time; Bur ſecing they have 
a day of Grace and Salvation, it is both Natural and Reaſonable to conſider that they 
may make ſure of it; and to be throughly warned of the Wrath to come ; and co be truly \ 
Inftru#ed how they may flee from it However the Sinners ad Tranſgreſſors cannoc | 
endure to have brought to their Mind the Laws againſt which they have offended ; 
yet this is Neceflary,and muſt be done in order to keep vp and conrinue the Exerciſe 
——_——— of Go1"s Kingdom andDominjm over Men. And ſeeing they are 
allowed: Repentanct,”and'a Bleſſing is promiſed tothe nirning every One of them from his 

Inighities ; if they have (6 much Self.Jove as ro de ies 0s They muſt expett it chis 
only way, Again, if they have a fear of Miſery and Evil, whether they know or are 
fenlible or nor,God # angry with the Wicked every. day ; if He turn not, He will whet his 
Sword, Pſal.7.11,12. And tho the Commen Deceir is, which every Man hath in the 
deep in bis Heart (Winch is alfo imimared ro them co their own Danger and Loſs, by 
thoſe who rake upon them the Office of Preaching Repentance and Remiſſion of Sins) 
That Penple may-tary from t bir Inquiries ſte Time hereafter.a lutle before their Death; 
That they may have the Pleaſures bf Sin, the expediency of Tranſgreſſion, the Profit and 
Wages of Unrighttaieſneſs in the mean while; and then juſt leave chem off ſoon enougb 
to obtain Pardon. ' But certainly this is quire co leave the Principles of the Dofrin of 
Chriſt, ro go backward to ImperfeFion, not, laying again, bur urterly Overthrowing, yea, 
add Contraditing tie” Foundation of Repentance Few dead Works; for thoſe ſhould be 
wretly forſaken, and Fruits ſfipuld be brought forth meet for Repenrance. And-yer 
furcher;” This would' haky voig bach Law and Goſpel : For they require, That we 
obſerve to do- bis *Statiites and "Fildgmentt alt the, days that we live upon the Earth, 
Devt. 12: 1.” That we ſerve God without Jos in Holineſs and Righteauſneſs before him 
all the days of our” Fife, Luke 1.74.75. nd however ir ſhall be diſtributed unto thoſe | 

at laſt as ro Accepration or Pardon, yer ſurely 7 know it ſhall be better with them that fear 
{\ Gd, which fear before him, and tufned from their Iniquiries, and kept kis Command- 
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To the R E.AD E R; ; , 
henrs in thoſe days of their Fleſh, whillt orhers conciged in Sin;and Diſabedience. In 

the Latter tore lll confer ir fea Win x autor every Man have 
his own. Reward adjuſted and Proporroned actording to his Work and Obedience z4 Þ 
Then that, which themſelves ſhall miſs and come ſhort of, will raiſe bitter Anguiſh 
within themſelves, and make them to hath thoſe Shepherds which ſhould have i : 
ed and gnided them otherwiſe.z For this is certain on the Right and ſafer ſide,Thas 
i» , the ſuoner any one comes to Repentance ahd abounds in Good Works, . r ita now the better 

fats HMeaſed with the Man or Woman, and He will give to ſuch a mare f 1 Reward hereafter 

* To write the ſame Things t1 me is not gri»vous, but to y9u it is ſafe. It js abundans caute 
and in Order ro fir up the mind by way of Remembrance.When it is in Reproof of Tranf, 
greſfien, and exhorting to keep the Commandments, We have for Enſamples hereof the | 
Holy Men of God, who were moved by the Holy Ghoſt , as the Writings of ates the | 
«LL Servant of the Lid ; and his way of Repecicion,the ſame rhing over and oyer again, + 
} may be ſeen chraughour the Book called DeutAmemy 3 Thelike may be alſo obſerved 
im che Bobk of Pſalms, of Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and ſome of the ocher Prophets, in the E- 
vangeliſts, and Epiſtles of Paul, and the Revelations of John, a great part whereof is 
gathered from the foregoin Prophefie of Iſaiah. As oftentimes We have no new 
Thing to declare unto che People , ſo the willing and obedient are contented; yea, and 
they are more confirmed in their Obedience.Bur to whom this kind of Tautology ſeems 
%G maujeog,ſo ir would be bur once ro mention that which they h 


| mind to bear or know, 
What I have Publiſhed to the World,is as a_Book cloſe nd fled #p,for Pcople do 
nor read or receive it; py if that were once Generally and [[niverſally dope,l would 
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carefully and ſtrialy e the ſtated and neceſſary Rules of Printing, 14x. Not ro 
Repeat the ſame Thing over again; which is already Printed : Nor yet to make meer 
Thoughrs and Imaginations, and Human Reaſoning Publick z, bur. nothing ſhould be 
ſo made befides Divine Trath ; and what is in Order to bring it forth, or a furcher Im. 
provement or grafring thereon. And alſo no Truth which 1s already as Flearly aſlere- 
ed, and as _ hly exprefled in cps Books. No one hos again teal this Word 

om his Neighbaur,and go on to pubiiſh.it for his own. Far if every one ſhould venc.* 
heel his own meer Thoughts, there would be an today ag a hot and of 
making ſuch kind of Book! there would be noend, ſo there would he no benefic :.q 
Mulciplicity of Words do confound, diftraft and ſybyert, whereas a few Right Words 
cnly do inſtru, exbort, and edifie, Knowledge ſhould be increaſed; bur this is ano- 
ther thing from Notion or Opinion only : Neither ſhould this creep farch and 
abroad, and be received by the ſgporant inſtead of che ocher ; Nor.yet ſhould Imegi. 
nations be ſent forrh inftead of Truth,”  - p — *ulb agree. *hy"> 

Ic hath been Obſerved and much experienced,that chebflis.7/ ry 
Prejudice againſt the Truth ; which dorh fix and rerminare again 
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3y Great Eamity and | 
che Perſons of them 
who ſpeak or wrire ir. But the Reaſon hereof is nor ſo/particularly arrended unto : | 
for this kind of conrrary affeQtions dot ariſe from an. of Loſs, Miſery | 
and Puniſhment ; and they think that they are by the 7aftice and Truth of God ſealed. 
and bound over unto Condemnarion, But the ſame Truth, would teach help 
how rhey might avoid all thar, and further arrive, and be partakers of | the common 
Salvation, even by rening away from their Inignities, and by turning unto Righrrojnchs. | 
'Inrhe Multitude of theſe Thiughts, which ds contoued wed trapole. the l of Man, 
if then and there He would let each fingle one, have irs fall loops 40 reaſoning z if 
| He would /carn and ſearch till he comes. to the Knowledge of the + This will give * 


him Aſſurance and Peace. 
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For the Weapons of our Warfare are not Carnal , but 
Mighty , - through God, to the pulling dewn- of ſtrong 
Holds, 2 Cor. 10. '4- OE amd 


wards the diſcharge of any Office, or Employment,. or to the 
Management of any good and great Adtion, It is neceſary 
| - to have a knowledge and underftanding of, the right Means, 
and of the true Skill to perform and accompliſh.it.. Like as, 
for him in a Journey to 'know, or be led in the right wa unto, the. 
Place to which he intends. All the TranſaRtions, Aﬀairs and Things of 
this World ( whether of greater or fmalter Moment ) depend upon fore- 
going Means. It may be obſerved that in whatever great and many 
People are concerned or employed ; and fo likewiſe in each ſmall in- 
conhtiderable Action of Life in private and finglePerſons, Such Things are 
done and obtained by ſuch and ſuch Means, or Methods; and again, other 
Things are neglected, or we are diſappointed of them for want of doing 
thus and thus, { as many times might have been done) oc by miſſing 
ſuch an Opportanity, or the like. ' So that if we did but know the righe 
Means, and make diligent uſe of them accordingly, then ( through 
the Divine Grace {which is to guide and inſtruct us, and by the affiſtance 
of his Spirit, which would-prompt and ftir us up to ariſe «nd be ray 
and put forth thoſe Powers of Action according to the Meaſure 
hath given us; provided always, that we do indeed aCtuilly obey, or 
comply with-its ſecrer Motions,) we might thus by the help of our God 
bring mighty Things to paſs. In a good and right Thing we muſt be ſure. 
to uſe the Means, both-endeavour and labour accordingly, to-which is 
a Blefſing concomitant, and the Promiſe annexed ; Ter now be ſtrong, 
O Zerrubbabel, ſarth the Lord, and be ſtrong 'O Joſhua Son of Joledech 
#he: High Prieft, and be ftirong all ye People of "the Land ſauth the Lord; 
and OR K : for I am with you, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, Hag. 2. 4. 
God fits above all his'Creatures, and knows all Things. His know-' 
ledge doth as much exceed that of Mar, whether a fangle one or of 
many, as the whole Ocean doth the ſeveral drops of a Bucket, Who 
gives Life, and Food, and Being, he doth alſo give Knowledge to Man, 
even of whatever we ſcem to know: And accordingly as we have re- 
ceived more or lefs from him ; ſo we are fitted and inftructed in the 
Work we haye here to do. | Mo ; 


A Now 


\, | 
Now this H/ork [to (peak in plain terms) is to ſerve God and to get 
to Heaven; and whatever our Hand finds us to do here in this World, 
or is offered unto us, or preſented before us, all of it ſhould be brought 
in Subordination and Snbſeriency to this great End ; or it is a vain 


Thing; or wit is yet Worfe a Strand dire& Hinderance, Verily ebou” 


art a God that hideſt thy ſelf, O. God of  Hrael the Savronr; Va. 45. 15. 
and we do as yet fee but through a G/aſs darkly : So we know little of 
God, but what we read of hint in his Word, and what are our beſt and 
moſt true, great, refined ( from Senſe and Matter ) Spiritual Thoughts 
and Motions of our Souls ps him. So it is of the way to, 
Heaven, we! gar neither climb, nor aſcend up there. Onr only way is 
to. Gedg-haping; then ( that he will. of his G>odaefs, -and accord- 
ig to his faithful Promiſes) tranſlate us up- to. that high aud lotty 
Place, after he doth remeve us hence. Even as he hath already ſent 
us to dwell for ſome time here on this Earth, and hath now determined 
the bounds of our Hahitationg Our Paſſage through this World, in 
hope and labour to attain untg a.bcetter, was Typified and Signifiad by 
the I{raelites going thorough the, Wilderneſs towards the Land of Ca- 
naan., And what they did, or happened to that Genergt:on i» that 
Place, the'like' may. be qb(erved and applyed of the (everal and fugce(-: 
five Generations of Men and Wamen ever ſince, and of the f-veral 
Nations and Countries througheut the Earth. One Generatiqu cometh 
and” anqther goeth 3 ſo they Marry and are given in Marriage. They 
are Born and Die, ane aftex another. All this is in order to enter 
upon another Life, and to dwell, in. another Countrey, which we have 
not yet feen nor had; experience. off; - but we are aflured, and do believe. 
that cach is*more. Uurable and firm thau. the, Live ws naw: (eve, og the 
Fiate we dp hete abide in, As of old Tins, God did lead forth the 
Children of Iſrael! by, their Armies; fo b:fore and cyer Gnce that time, 
dorh, according to his Will in che Army. of Haven, and among the- In- 
babirgnts of the Earth. And now. he doth gontinue to conduct them 
through. here according, tg thain Generatiqus, and Natians,, and Fami- 

les, ah flogle Perſons, | 
There haye een all alpng, apd, are now, che Redeemed of the Lord, 
bor be bath. redeemed from ths howd of the Enemy, Pſal. 1,07. 2. which, 
is the 'Dgvi/; who wauld, keep and bold them jn.a worſe than. Ezyp:1444 
Slavery, and Darkneſs of Sin. and; Ignorance : Far, this will inyolvelinto 
worſe, Miſery, and. depriye of greater: Gaod, even of the Light for ever 
more, in, the Preſence of the Eather of Lights. Bur O Grve Thanks 11nto 
the Lord, for. he dath now gacher ſame. wt of the. Lands, from the Eaſt and 
fromthe V2(8, from. the North and: fi an the Swuh, Ver.. 2, from all the 
parts and corners of the Ezrth, that they, may come and fit down. with 
Abraham and” Iſa%s and Zacok in the, Kingdam of, God. Injthe meau 
whils, this is tg be. underttogd,, Fhat ag long; as Men are leſt to themy 
ſelves, They da wander bere-in the Wilderneſs: m 4 ſo.itary May ; they 
find: no City to dwell. in, Ver. 3. Theig Thoughts are but. Imaginations;3 
their Words and Sayings are Folly, or Falſhyod,;, thew Actions and Do- 
wgs are Errour and Miſtake from the true and right end, So.they - 

gue 
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(3) 
gheſs and wander, bat find not thereal Good, which they (ould 6 on 
and. parſe, © Ber Bere we have no comtinurings City. We have neither a 
ſdtisfatory; nor yet an endurmg Happiack ; hue yot we areveager and 
impatiently defirous after one. M4 ars b:wery aud! thinſly, end an Sauls 
faint in wo, Ver: 5, Now the Soul doth crave after thall- content, 
and Reſt, and Safety; as the empty Body doth after Foo and Res 
Pleniſhment. OF whom» ſhoul& we feek this greatef# Good, but. of the 
lame Lord, who e us Life and Breath, and doth now cantinue to. 
teed and cloath us * When we are upen the Brink of Miſcvy, and juſt 


ſinking into the Pit of DeftruRtion, unto whom ſhould we lift our (elves 
up, but unto the God of our Life, our Creator and Preferver * Them 
they oried unto the Lord im their Trouble, and he delivered them. out of 
their Diftreſſes, Ver. 6. And as we would not only be preſerved from: 
Evil, but alſo enjoy forme Good ; we would willingly be ſecure from 
Pain and Miſery, and arrive at Pleaſure and Happineſs. We are here 
at uncertainty, and continually paſſing on ; but we know not to. what 
kind of State, nor yet (through that diftration. aud confufion which 
is in the World) do we know the exact way, and how we may come 
to this Place of Ref, and how we may receive a full Reward. And 
here, to whom again ſhould- we ſeek, bue that the Lord ſhall gurde ws 
continually, Iſa. 58. 11. and that he would alſo do: the ſame to us, as he 
di&to our Forefathers. And he led rhom forth by the RIGHT WHAT, 
that they might go ta a City of Habit avron, Pſa/, 107. 7. Heaven is 
that City of Habitation; for this Earth is but a Thoreughfare and Road 
to it. Herein we may err and miſtake'the way to itz for, Alas! very 
many come ſhort, and miſs eternally of it. And: (as aforeſaid) the 
Generations of Men and Women have been, and are now contigually 
paſſing en, according; ta the Kingdoms and” Countreys: and Prople they 
are divided in; which may be called as (@ many Axwmes here on Earth 
Now in an» Army there are ſeveral kinds-of Officers, whoace:to lead, 
keep in due- Order, and bring” up the: Souldiery; fo to fecurs and mas 
nage all things for the War, that they- may overcome and get the Vie 
Qory at laſt; In like manner, in his Church Milſtant here on Eixrthy 
God has appointed Gurdes- and Leaders, and divers Orders, as expretied; 
Fph. 4.11, 12; for the 4k off Miniſtery, for the edifying. of the Budy 
of Chrift, That they may fo guide; and encourage; and! do. all things 
for the whole together, and the individual Members forcrally, that they 
may overcome and inherit all things, even as Chrsfh, the Capearn ( which 
Ggnifieth a Leader ) of our Salvation, and whois (filed our Forerunner, 
hath done before us. And ene of theſe Officers, mentioned in Zpb. 4 
viz. an Apoſtle, fent and commitfioned by God, was he in the Text. 
The end hath been ſhewed ; ſo now the true Nature of aur Warfare 
here on: Earth is to be 'explained; -with what kind of Weapons we: are 
to make uſe of, that we keep to them and meddle with: no. ot 
For the Wiapons oft our Warfare are not Carnal, &c. and therefore nave 
ſuch ſhould be uſed in our Holy. Profeffion, nor yet in the Work cf 
the- Lord, or when any thing-is intended: for hig Glory, 


We 


(4) 


We ſhould do well to know our own Frame; which the foregoing 


Words lead to the Conſideration of. For though we walk in the Fleſh, 


. *re do not war after the Fleſh, 2 Cor. 10. 3. And though nothing is ſeen 

n us but Fleſh yet Man is not Fleſh, but Spirit. "Tis not the Body, 
2ut the Soul, which is. b4mſe/f; for the other is but an Inſtrument, 
Frank, or Engine, for the Soul to at in; That is decaying and dying, 
but this within is the enduring Subſtance. The Body is the mere Forge 
. or Shop, but a living thing within doth move and act the whole. The 
cheif of the Creation of God is ſpiritual, though it is covered over 
with carnal things, as with a Garment ; but that which is not ſeen is 
the more excellent and immortal. And therefore we ſhould take heed 
accordingly, how that what we here do is to provide for theſe Spirits 
after they are diſlodged from this Body, and to attain unto an happy 
ſpiritual Life. In order to this, our Actions ſhould be ſpiritual, as much 
as we Can, 

It is an hard matter to let into the minds of People a right Appre- 
henfion of theſe ſpiritual Things ; for not only at Epbeſus, but all the 
World over, Men are become after the manner of Beaſts, as tobe whoily 
taken up with viſible and ſenfitive things; and they cannot throughly 
conceive of the inviſible and ſpiritual. Thence it is that they do deſpile 
and ſet them at navght. Can theſe things ſave us, which are not ſeen, 
nor felt, but only heard of, and hard to be underſtood 2 Will theſe 
Things which are not, bring to nought the Things which are? Will 
Things future ſhake and overthrow the Things preſent * And what is 
in Imagination and ExpeCtation ? Will this be of Freater Force and 
Power, than what is now in Reality and Poſicfſion ? Yes, it will do 
all this, and much more. Indeed if it was Fleſh and carnal, it could 
not ; but they are mighty through God to the pulling down of ſtrong Holds, 

The Word, Serong Held, is a Metaphor or Similitude taken from a 
Caſtel, Fortreſs, or any Place of Strength. Which two Parties being in 
War and Conteſt, and Striving for, the one will keep it, and the other 
will try to get it by all the Force and Might they can. Now the Lorg 
hath the like Controvercy with all the Inhabitants of the Earth, Whe- 
ther they will live. in Obedience and Subjection unto his Laws in all 
Things and at all Times? God would have it fo, and- to this purpoſe 
ſends his Son The Captain of our Salvation, and under him are appoin= 
ted Souldiers of Feſws Chriſt. Who bring for Forces The Powers of the 
World to come, for to enforce the ſame, Who have no other Weapon 
girded on them to fight withal, but the Sword of their Mouth, Rev. 2. 
16, Who ſend forth no other Fire or Bullet, but the Mord of tbe 
Lord, which ſhall more conſume and wound his Adverfaries, than vi- 
fible Flames, or the moſt forcible motion and ftriking of Lead, Brafs, or 
fron. Who inſtead of Arrows do ſhoot forth terrsble Wards, which 
prerce ſharp in the Heart of the King's Enemies, whereby the, People fall 
ander thee, Plal. 45. 5. We are to uſe no other Pike or Spear, but 
bnly the Pen of a ready Mriter, Verſ. 1. 

And that theſe only will have more effect then all the Inftruments of 
War it may be thus judged and conreived, for they can only hurt and Al 
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Y bs Body, which prefently '-{-th Senſe, fo that they can inflict no lonzes 


Pain. But befides the 117 .7ds of Ecernal Life, there are alſo the Words 
o' Eternal D-ath and Condemnation; { which are 2>:itttzd to our 
Mi-.iſtration, ) the Truth and Signitication wherc5t ++! make the Soul, 
vx. the Min bimſe/f, fubject unto everlaſtin,- icy, after he is diſs 
lodged and turned 0:1 of this Taberracle + blieſh 3 and will raiſe up 
again the Body, thac it may endire P!i+ {ament and Torment. Are 
not theſe more to ve feared, and to ned from, than the Roaring of 
Cannons, the drawn Sword, and the Grievouſneſs of War? If Hell 
were once moved trom bngath, a4 the F.am:s thereof were evidently 
ſet forth before our eyes, ye Whuld more endeavour to eſcape from this 
place of Tormei't, than now 3<-do to ariſe h.ſtiy out of your Beds, te 
fave your (elves from a Nish: Fire, or as ye ru from an Inundation of 
Water, oz from the Invaſion of a foreign crue! Enemy. 

The way to e'cape from future Miſ-ry, ( which is ſet forth by the 
FF. ath of Gol, a Firnace of Fire, and fach like) is to avoid thoſe 
Things for which the Plice of Puzithmeat is prepared. Now the Spirit 
ſpraketh exprifly, that The V7 ath of God cometh on the Children of 
Diſob:drence, Cv, 3. 6. They which do 1.iquity, ſhall be caſt into a Fur- 
nace of Fire, Matt. 13. 41. Tye $1:ners and Hypocrites ſhall dell with 
d. vournig Fire, and with everlafling Burning, lia. 33. 14 So the Con= 
ſequence is certain and neceſſary, That the only way to flee” from the 
IV ath to come, and tv bz preſerved from the Furnace of Frre and from 
Everlaſting Burnii;s, is to avoid theſe Four Things, ( of which per- 
haps I may hereafter ſpeak particularly) wiz. Diſobedience, Iniquity, 
$in and Hypocrisſie. The Three laft are comprehended under the Word 
Diſobedience, So to bring jt as ſhort as may be, and that we may know 
the Point whereon the Iſſue is Joyned, and the very Matier in Contro- 
verſie, it reſts all upon this of Obedience or Diſobedience, 

Now the Lord God Almighty doth fighe, Rev. 2. 16. and contend 

earneſtly, and uſes all kind of means aforementioned to have Obedience 
from his Creatures. But they again are a Rebel;ous People, which walk 
after their own my Iſa. 65. 2. and do turn afide every one to by 
on Wy, Ia. 53. 6. They do not walk in the Commandments of the 
Lord, but after the doings of Iſrael; that is to (ay, accorcing as the 
moſt do of their ſort in the Nation, or Countrey they live in, 
They are for doing their own Will, but not the Will of our 
Father which is in Heaven. Like as we have heard of, and do know 
that there are certain Occaſions of Quarrel given, or ſome Propoſitions 
infilted on, and ſuch Things in Ro, _- = —_ Wars Ln 
Fightings among the Kings and Princes of the Earth. ere is ſome ' 
Genakd of Original Cauſe. So it is higher, God doth expect and mn Lot | —_ 
quire ſomewhat from Men and Women, which they will not render nor y, ,p,.,,hbly 
give up unto him. The Command is gone forth to all the Children j,,,,4 and con« 
fulted of on both Sides, and thus it might be ſooner accommodated, and compromiſed ac 
cording to Juſtice and Equity, then only be conteſted for by Strength, Violence, Murder and 
all manner of Inaquity, | 


B of 


(6) | 
of Men, My Son give me thine Heare, Prov. 23. 6, Hz doth poſitively 
infift upon Subjection of the inner Man, and to be obeyed from the * 


Heart, But here ſome People are altogether Diſobedient, God x not in 
all their Thoughts, Pſal.10. 4. They do not reſpect him in any of th:ir | 
Actions, nor have they regard to the Words of his Law. And again, 
There be thoſe who keep ſome of the Commandments of God, and | 


neglet others. Of which Kkiad there is a vaft Number, and the grea- 7 
ter part even of thoſe who call themſe/ves Chriſtzans, and oblccve all the 4 


Parts and Times of Divine Worſhip. 


Yet herein God and the Creature are not agreed ; for it is the ſame * 


oppoſing of the Will of God in one Inftance as in twenty. For whoſo © 


ever ſhall keep the whole Law, and yet offend in one point, he ws guilty of 


all ; for he that ſaid, Do not commit Adultery, ſaid alſo, Do no: Kill. Now af 


they commut no Adultery, yet if thou Kill, thou art become a Tranſgreſſour | 
of the Law, Jam. 2. 10,11. In like manner it may be applied and rea- * 


ſoned of other Tranſgretions ; for hereby is a deſpifing or ating againft 


that Authority, which made and gave the whole Law. Even in thoſe Con- © 


troverſies amonglt Men, there are many Things in which both the ad- 


verſe Parties are agreed ; but one particular Thing done contrary to the | 


Will or Right of another, that raiſes the difference, Thus it ſtands as * 
to our Superiours, or Equals among Men. But there is one Higher than 


the Higheft of Creatures. God doth infinitely more exceed the greateſt 
Emperours, Kings, and Earth!ly Potentates, than they do the meaneft 
and vileſt Beggar ;z and conſequently both they and wur ſelves, even all 
People high and low, do owe and ſhould render a proportioaable Sub- 
jeCtion to all his Laws. 


The ſame is alſo ſeen in Man's Government ; for he that tranſpreſſes * 


but one Law, which was made for the good of Community, it will not 
avail to plead or alledge to indemnifie himſelf that he hath obſerved the 
others, but he ſhall be judged by that Law againft which he hath off-n- 
ded. And fo it is as to the Laws of God, Tye Soul that Sinneth, ut ſhul 
die, Ezek. 18, 4. Again, it he doth obſerve fome and break othe:s ; 
or if he hath kitherto kept the Laws of God, But eurneth away from by 
Righteouſneſs, and commuted Iniquity: In bs treſpaſs that he bath treſ= 
paſſed, and in br fin that he hath finned, m them ſhall be die, Ezek 18.24, 
There it is pointed out exactly. Nor will it avail or ſave him, if he doth 
that which is commonly called, or eftceemed Good Works; or if he 
doth obſerve all the outward parts of God's Worſhip: For if there be 
one Thing which God commands to be done, or not to be done, who- 
ſoever he be that neglects, or doth contrary (though in a great or ſmall 
Matter ) his own Will taketh place before the Will of Gud, which is 
phin Diſobedience, and the direct Evil of Sin 3 which comprehends in 
it ſelf, Pride, Malice, Rebellion and Stubbornnefs. And further it is of 
an infinite Gn'It and Provocation according to the infinite Majeſty againft 
whom the Offence is. | 

God doth require of Man, Obey my Voice, and do the Words of chu Co- 
venant according to A LL which I command you, Jer. 11. 3, 4+ And 
walk ye in ALL the ways that I bave commanded you, Jer, 7. we 
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Word Al my Commandments, Af my Statutes, Alt my Ways, is (1 
luppoſe ) above an hundred times particularly enjoyned throughout 
the Book of the Lord, for the greater Confirmation and fironger Obli» 
gation to the performance thereof. But this' ſeems bard and grievous 
even to the,gery Worſhipprrs of God. Por in Deed andim Truth, of all 
that vaſt Mittade which in theſe Days, according to their ſeveral Ways 
and Congregations, do fl ck after Ch.ift, and hear him Preached z Tee 
but a few, yea a very few, not much more thaii one in a hundred , do 
aQtually comply with that laft Commandment we rcad of that he gave; 
for there is not more found, who make thei: diligent care and con 
Practiſe to obſerve ALL THINGS wh-.tivever he hath command» 
ed, Matt. 28. 20. And though they think them el. es Servants of the 
Lord, and in a blefſ:4 Corditiin ; yet ſuch do not confirm all the Words 
of bu Law to do them, D-ut. 279 26 

Men ( according to thcir ſeveral Diſp:fitions) are more enclined to 
one Sin than another, ſome dear belo-e Luſt, a finfu! Pleaſure, or Pro- 
fit, Like Balaam the Son of Be'or, who had the Offer and Temptation 
to be promoted to ſome great Honour, and thence they do for/ak; the righs 
Wy, for they love the V\ges of Unrighteorfneſs. They are tor having 
and keeping to ſomewhat which will gratifie the Prode of Lyfe, or a 
Corrupt Inclination. They are a&t-d by Ambition, Iatereſt or Revenge, 


- or there is ſome other Sin or Evil ; which they will ſpare, and for/ake 18 


not, but bold it (+4, Job 20. 13. For this they ſeek out ſo many Excu» 
ſes, Pretences, Subterfuges and Palliations. Being reſolved to bold 8 
ſtill, they f.in would have it not to be Sinful at all, or at leaft not in 
them, tor ſuch and ſuch Reaſons. 

From this Phraſe here mentioned of holding their Sin or Wickedneſs 
ſtill, it doth appear what thoſe Strong Holds are mentioned in the Text, 
v17. thoſe Principles of Sin and Diſubedience, the Imaginations of Re« 
bellion and Tborghrs of Insquity, which a Man hath and referveth with» 
in himſelf, That this is the very Senſe, may be y-t more underſtood 
from what is ſpoken of in the following Verſe, Caſting d,wn Inagina- 
tions, and bringing into Capacity every Thought to the Ob dience of Chriſt : 
Which to do by the force of the Truth of God, and either pull down, 
or beat People out of thefe Strong Holds, it will be our Bufine(s anon to 
try and endeavour, | 

But now the univerſal Deceit is,they think and others fay,ſuch a Thing 
is no Sin or Evil, and therefore accoring to their Falſe and Fooliſh Rea- 
ſoning, it is not ſo : For would you know, ye vain Deceivers of your own 
ſelves? That all the Imaginations and Sayings of all the Men of the 
World, figuifie not, nor will avail herein, Such a Thing is apparently 
and directly againſt the Word of God; and this makes no allowance 
or diſpenſation, for Circumftances or outward Conveniency. By the 
Law u the knowledge of Sim and of tranſoreſſion ; and not by this or that 
Man's Opinion, { Trhongh he hath the Name of a Learned Deftor, or 


Godly Teacher ) much leſs by the Contraditition of the Summers themielves. 

For they will Sin yet further, and do more Wickedly : And forgetting 

God, they will gainſay ſuch a Thing to excuſe themſelves — 
an 


(8) 

and ſpeak contrary with their Lips outwardſy, when at the very Came 
moment , their Conſciences do apply ſuch Actions to the Law, and 
their cron Thoughts the mean while do accuſe them; yet here ayain, the 
will ſeek to hide this from their Fellow Creatures by ſpeaking othcorwiſe 
with their Mouth, Thus they hove lied, and have not remembre4 me, 
nor laid it to thy Heart, ( that one greater than Men doth ##F know the 
Secrets thereot) though he hath beld by Peace even of old, Iſa. 57. 11. 
But I will Reprove thee, and fo bring forth thoſe Thoughts ot H-act, 
that they ſhall be known before thy Fellow Creatures ( from whom 
thou didft formerly conceal them) all one as they now hear the Wo: ds 
which thou ſpeakett openly unto them with thy Mouth. It would ſeem 
an odd kind of Thing, if a common Criminal ſhould ſay that Marder, 
or Theft , or Robbery was no Sin, or that there was no Law againit it. 
None is ſo impudent as to deny this, but the common Plea and Excuſe 
is, that he hath not tranſgrefſed. And this again is to be Tryed and 
Determined, not by his idle Sayings, or frivolous Pretences ; but by 
proving and bringing to Light the very matter of Fact, and the preſent 
Truth how the Thing was done. And then the Judge and all th- Court, 
and the Hearers who are not concerned in it, can clearly think and 
pronounce concerning it. In like manner it will be at the laft and great 
Day. The Thiug ſhall not be Controverted to and fro, as now it is, 
nor be judged off by the Sinners and Tranſgrefſors themſelves, who are 
much the greater Number, and they will be ſure to paſs a favourable 
Serterice on behalf of themſelves. But the Judgment ſhall be by God 
and the Ele& Angels, Chrift and his Samts 3 God knows what is his 
own Law, and the Saints a!ſo which ſhall judge the World, ſhall then 
be of ſuch a Knowledge and Purified from Iniquity, that they ſhall Ob- 
ſerve theſe Things, witbout _ before another, doing nothing by 
Partiality or Reſpect of Perſons; bnt they ſhall affent unto what was 
neceſſary, to keep up God's Kingdom, and Dominion, and Government 
over all the Creatures of the Earth. 

For there # no y erp of Perſons twith God. For as many as have 
fanned without Law, periſh without Law. For not the Hearers of the 
Law are Juſt before God, but the Doers of the Law ſhall be Fuſtificd, 
Rom. 2. 11,12, 13. By this Word, Hearers of the Law, all mere out- 
ward Religion and Profeſſion is excluded and cut off ; and particularly 
from hence may be laid open and diſcovered, that dangerous Deceit 
and groſs Mocking of Almighty God, which is in hearing the Ten 
Commandments read, and ſaying at the Conclufion of each of them, 
Lord bave Mercy upon us, ard incline 6:11 Hearts to keep thu Law ; which 
man} that ſay over th. Petition, do break this or that Law all the 
Week and D y long, which is more eſpecially in' the King's Chapel, 
and in the Kzng's Court, I do not here ſpeak againſt the Uſe and 
Repetition thereof in the Eftabliſhed Liturgy ; for it is agreeable to 
the command of God, and the conſtant practice of the Jewiſh Syna- 
gogue, as may be gathered from As 13.15. where is mention both 
of Reading the Law and the Prophets, the one before, and diſtin from 


the other ; and the ſame remains as Binding and Obligatory _ os 
0 
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Goſpel Diſpenſatian, for Chr;ſ# came not to deflroy the Law but to ſulfi{ 
it; and bath alſo aid to his Follgwers, If e291 wilt cxter into Life, heep tlie 
Commanydwents. Then He recites them Gygr 3 and this hind of Refyonty, 
annexed ard rencated over at the Concluſion of each of them, ſem 
| &9 be in no wiſe a vam Reperatian ; for a more oftcy Repetition of the 
fame Words, in not much unlike Inftances, may be ſeen iu the 27th 


Chapter of Deuter, , and in P/al. 136. and the Eternal Spirit doth not 
dictate otherwiſe thay what is acceptable and pleaſing unto God. Bit 
I do intend what is aforefaid, only againſt the horrible Abuſe ard Pro- 
phanatian heregf, that is, when according to their Prayer the Grace and 
Spirit of God doth put People ip mind and prompt them to keep his 
Law, aud tben they do not ycildd pntg nor obey its ſecret Motions. For 
the holy Spirit of God dgth qaly move and encline, but doth not com- 
pel or work jrrefaftibly. And when that is (enfible rpon the Mirids of 
Men aud Women, to preſs them unto the Obſervation of ' the Com- 
mandments, they do it not, but put God off from one Lords Day or 
Feſtiral to another, ovply with ſaying ſuch a Farm of Words, But it 
May be fajd unto ſych, according to Words of Truth, and I woulZ 
aven tell them Wheping, it they wauld hear me, Be ng deceived, God 5 
2:4 mecked. Nor yct will he be impoſed upon at laſt, by.fuch hypocri- 
tical Secyigcs now. For yot the Hearers o te Law, ( nor yet.luch who 
lee to pray that they gay keep it,) bur 1s Dgers of the Lain jhall be 
juſtified, Row. 2. 12. | 
In this great Affirmation of Eternal and Immutable Truth, it is obſer- 
vable how the Apoſtle uſhers it in, For there #s no Reſpc@ of Perſons with 
God. Ve, 12. , As again himſclt, who ſpake by the fame Divine Spirit, 
faith io another place, Bye be that doth Hong, ſkall receivy for the VIrc1 
W#hich he bath gone, and there y no Reſpect of Ferſons, Col. 3. 25. , Whic 
indeed is ſajd as to the Caſe of Servants, That however hard their Con- 
dition be, or whatever Excuſe or Temptation they may ſeem to hare, 
yet God will nat favour them, but take notice of, and require for the 
deaſt Fraud, Negk&t, Sin, or Evil, they ſhall do. The fame again is 
applied tv Matters, with the like Reaſon, 4nd ye Maſters, do the ſame 
tbings 1mto them, farbearing Threatmng, knowing that your Meſter alſo in 
Heaven, neither # there Reſpet of Perſons gwith him, Eph. 6.9, We are 
to abſerye every Tittle of our Duty in each Relation. For though there 
.be found ſome, who will fide and take part. with the Maſter, becauſe 
they are ſo themſelves; or becauſe he js rich and ip befter Condition in 
the World, they will excuſe or juſtifie, in order to pleaſe bim; havirg 
an eye to their own temporal Advantage. And fo Fellow-ſervants do 
often fide with one another, to reproach or falſly accuſe their Maſters. 
-But :amidft all the ,Saymgs, avd Dy/purirgs, and Imaginations to and fro, 
God's. Judgment will be upright and impartial... The tame Duty is of 
Parents, to Children, and ot Children to Pazenzs. They are to, provide 
for, and not provoke their Children ; as ageiy thele are to honour and 
be ſubject. unto thejr Parepts in all things, 4accorGing 25 the Lord hath 
commanded. Again, the fame Duty .bglungs to; that which is of the 


.highelt Relation, and of nem. large uviverial Extent, viz. of Roy” 
jects 


(10) 


j-&ts ard People to their Kings and Governours. For the Reaſon is 
alike in all; and when it is immediately before commanded, Fear God, 
hmour the .Kmg, it way be tiuly applied to them, as well as common 
Maſters of Families. Be ye ſubjeft to your Kings and Governours with 
all Fear ; not on.y 40 the good and gentle, but alſo to" the froward; for 
' this i thank worthy, if a Man for Conſcience towards God endure Grief, 
( or any other Oppreflion and Inconvenience,) ſuffering wrong filly, 1 Pet, 
2, 18, 19, Now we have no other King but Ceſar, John 19. 15. ſaid 
the Chier Prieſts at that time alſo, when God gave hx own People wntg 
the hand of the Heathen, and they that hated them, ruled over them, Pal. 
106, 41. But all who have the Name of Chrittian Kings, Princes, 
and Governours, are bound by the Law of God to protect their People, 
and to Reign in Righteorſneſs and Judgment ; for themlclves are to live 
and govern according to the Commandments of God in Holy Scripture, 
and the ſeveral particular Laws of their own Nation, as far as they are 
confiſtent with and in Subordination to that : As they that muſt give 
account ; for they are but Creatures and Men ; and theretore as to them 
it will be alo fulfilled, Tribulation and Angurſh upon every Soul of Man 
that doth evil: But Glory, and Honour, and Peace, to EVERY MAN 
that worketh Good, to the Few firft, and alſo to the Gentile : For there #5 
no Reſpet of Perſons with God; for as many, &c.-( taking in the whole 
of Mankind, fignified farther by that Phraſe of Few and Gentle, ) and 
{o from the Higheſt to the Loweſt, as may be gathered from that 
univerſal Negative, For thers 1s no Reſpeft of Perſons with God. 
Behold in this, God's Thoughrs are nor as our Thoughts, His Spirit doth 
foreſee, and gives us to undcrftand, and herein ſpeaks contrary to the 
proites and Uſage of this corrupt World ; for herein-very much chey bave 
Mens Per fons 3n Admnnration, becauſe of Advantage, Jude-16, According 
as People abound in 'Money or Riches, (o there are found accordingly 
as many who will pleeſe, take part, fide. excuſe, or juſtifie them, in 
evil and indirect things. Take but a common Inftance of a Man, who 
hath a good Eftate, and is Rich, and 'as far as his Demeſnes do reach, 
and others reap any Benefit of his Land or Money, or are in hope and 
Expectation, ſo to do; then ſuch Perfons ( whether Men or Women ) 
who ire of his Acquainitance, and have the Honour or Credit of his 
Couverſatiun,or Familiarity, ( another thing which 'ſavours of | Men, - and 
is a Temptation arifin z from the Pride of Life!) will fawn and flatter, 
and endeavour to eaſe or excuſe him, whatever his Sins are towards 
God, or whatever his Failure be in his Duty towards his Wife, Children, 
Servants, or Neighbours. Even fo the very ſame Corruption ſpreadeth, 
and wrong Judgment proceedeth more univerſally, if he be a Prince of a 
chief Hauſe among..the Inhabitants '6f the Earth, or Head over a Peo- 
p/e, Numb. 25. + 13: (which one that is in truth qoaſous for ky God, 
Verf.'13 doth hothing regard )' br gets into his hands the Rule and 
Government of a Whole Nation; then' all thoſe who'have any Depen- 
dance from him, '6r do'd&-in''Stubordmation under him, who have any 
Place of Honour or Profit alteady beſtowed, or are in hope and cxpecta- 
tion to. be given, as his Officers and Servants, Srateſmen and Comnſellors, 
Magi/trates 
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Megiſtrates and Clergy; they do all partake of and fide with his Cor- 
ruption and Error, Which Coth thus come to be like the Sm of Je- 
robo:m, the Son of Nebat, who did fin, and made Iſrael to fin, Kings I 4. 
16. for there are found Multitudes who juſtifie the Wicked for Reward, 
Iſa. 5. 23. call Evil Good, when that is crept up into high Places ;z and 
Good Evil, if the Princeps, or Prince, ( which fignifteth the chief Man ) 
doth expreſs or intimate any Diſpleaſure or diſlike of it. 

* Yea, who are eſteemed the more Godly Teachers, theſe alſo do the 
like to their Subſtantial and Rich Hearers. Though they ſpeak much 
in genera! Words of CHRIST and hs Glory, yet themſelves do dif- 
honour him by having the Farth of our Lord Feſus Chrift the Lord of 
% Glory, with reſpeRt of Perſons. For if they do expect or fee any likeli- 
” hood of Eitabliſhing their Presbytery by a Law 3 or to have a Legal 

ure, Y Maintenance ſetled on them; or what is yet more, the National Tythes 
® tranſferred to them, (which in their Carnal Senſe, is taking the Kingdom of 

$100 } God from others, and giving it to themſe/ves, who are ready thus to re- 


em 2 ceive the Fruits thereot ) then they aiſo will endeavour to pleaſe Man, 
Alan J and by flattering Speeches and Addrefſes ( which they havenot o learned 
IN *7 of Chriit ) will try to get Favour, and to be thought his beſt Friends. 
ew * And as formerly the Prieſts hid their Eyes from my Sabhaths, Ezek. 22.26. 
ole * $o do theſe bride therr Eyes from the Third, Fifth, Sixth, Eighth, Ninth, 
nd * Tenth Commai.dments; tor they ſeem not, nor will they take notice of 


lat ' the Violation of each of them, wx. by Deſpiſing and Falfification of an 
Oath, Diſhonouring of and Diſobedrence to Parents ; thedding the Blood 


th # of God's Creatures like Water in the Neighbouring Nations and through- 
1e * out Chriſtendom ; ( ſee and conſider well of 1 Chron. 28. 3. Micha. 3. 10. 
ad ' for the Eternal Spirit is of the ſame mind to day, aid for ever, asit was 


then) And then how have the Three laſt Commandments been obſer- 
ved? Hath not ore taken away and entered upon another's Right by 
Subtilty > When before he had declared that he would nut have his 
Uncle think as if he intended any thing againſt him; and yet exactly 
after Ab/alem's Method, He ſtole the Hearts of the Men of Iſracl, 2 Sam. 
15. 6. by ripping vp all the Negle&ts and Acts of Mal-adminiftration of 
his Father in Law. And then by encouraging falſe ieneſſes, and by 
roſmg a falſe Report contrary to Exod. 23. 1. and by taking the Thing 
away by falſe accuſation, doth more than ſufficiently Maniteſt that he 
did long before COVET ſomething that was by Neighbours, God 
knows, aud will rehearſe np all the Secrets of his Heart, and all the 
ACtions of his Life. Though amongſt all our National or Congregational 
Priet:hood, there is not found another Phinehas, who is twice Record= 
ed, Numb. 25. ( to ſhew that God did more approve of, and was well 
pleaſed with him) to he Zealors for by God, even when a Prince of 4 
Chief Honſe, and a Darghter of ene Head of the People, and of a Chief 


_—_ — ww” 0 
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Houſe had brokenbut Two Commandments, one of each Table, viz. the 
* Second and Seventh, And as our Saviour faid of Publicans and Har» 
* lots, ſoin like manner it may be applied, that Ido/aters and falſe Wars 

ppers ſhall go to Heaven before thuſe, who continue in the Neglect 


Won 


and Violation of Six Commandments, . 
$ 
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As to the other Thing, Theſe Paftors and Teachers do err in the 
Imagination of their own Heart 3; not knowing, that the Truth as it # 
in Feſus, will at length be more Purely ( than according to their Con- 
ceptions) and more Univerſally ( than within their Party ) be Eſtab+ 
liſhed: Not by the Favour of Princes, nor by Human Means and Ad- 
vantages, by the Precept, Ordinances, or Commandments of Men ; nor 
yet after the manner of their making Laws, Acts, and Statutes. But 
yet ONCE MORE it is alittle while, and TR U TH ſhall ſpronx Y: 
0:44 of the Earth, Pſal. $5. 11. from out of th-+ Hearts of the Inhahi- 
tants thereof, when God ſhall /oo% down, and rev.cal and make 1t known 
unto them before. He ( the WORD) ſrall come dawn lik! Rain upon 
the woven Graſs, as Showers that Water the Exnrth, Plai. 72.6. ( ec Deng, 

_ 32. 2.) And God ſhall cauſe it to rake deep Kor, and fil the Land, Plal. 
See Pjal. 1980.9. O ſend 0: eby Light and thy Truth, Plal. 43 3. till it ovec{preads D 
4, 3» 9. and prevails over the Face of the whole Earth, by its own commanding 
Power and Authority, as Chriſtianity came up at firit in Judea. And 
as then the Partition Wall was broken down but ween Jew and G-nule; to 
Name of this ar that National Church, or of this and that Sect or 
Party ſhall not be kept up any longer 3 but it ſhall be a!l the World 
over, as it was firſt at Aztroch to be called Chriſtians, Acts 11. 26. and 
as in the Old Tettament, Servants ef God. Bekides this, no other Name 
ſhall be named, nor once ſhall meyticu theregf be made in our Lips; 
but only to remember and avoid the Sin and Ignorance of former, Ge- 
nerations. But all Ignorance and Filthy Lucre, and the Things which £& 
favour Men, with all reſpe& of Perſons thall vaniſh and be utterly Jaid F& 
alide for ever 3 That they anay aith we Mind, ond gue Moth glonfie 
God, even the Father of our Lord Feſis Chriſt. 

And though now, & vaſt Multitude of hoth Men and Women, who þ 
feem to be Religiow and (Godly, ( who have tve outward Name, and I | 
believe many ot them are ſo in real fincere Inteation ) Co allo hide thew Þ} 

Eyes, and will not Lehold how all fleſh bad Corrupted bus wax upon the 


Ewth, Gen. 6. 12. How there is at this Day a Corruption, or Diſorder 
ofeach Rank and Degree, Callivug and Occupation, or of the Relation they 
ſtand in. All things are turned afide, or are ſomewhat otherwiſe then 
they ſhould be, as has been ſomewhat betore, and may be hereafter 
more particularly mentioned. But as even Peter himſelf did (avour the 
Things of Men ; fo in the moſt Godly, -Holy and Knowing Saints here 
on Earth, there is ſomewhat Humane, which hath a Tinctuce of the 
Fleſh, and of the Things of this World. There js a remainder of Ig- 
norance, and they have too-much reſpect, and they give too much heed 
to their Rulers aud Teachers 3 and this.comes alſo to- pa's by preferring 
the Imaginations and Sayings of one another, or the DyEtriyes and later- 
pretations of Men before the Pure Word of God; and by minding the 
Expdſition more than the Text it ſelf ; or by (ecking out, or faſtening 
an'Interpretation, when it no more needs auy than the moſt plain, com- 
mon, obvious, familiar, and intelligible Expretſion, which Mcn do uſu- 
ally ſpeak -one -to another, or for ſuch like:Realons. For thy aze,not 
ſo far partakers of the Divine Nature, .nor haze Chiiit:formes in yhem, 

as 
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o be perfectly of the ſame Mind, which was in Chriſt Jeſus, of whom 


| e © Gaith, Thou baſt loved Rigbteouſneſ;, and hated Iniquity, Heb. 1. 
aiith art true, and teacheſt , way of God in Truth, res (Þ careſt Po 


ary Man : For thou regardeſt not the Perſon of Men, Matt. 22. 16. 
{ truly if his Followers did learn that alſo of him, then themſelves 
ght conceive of and underſtand the way of God in Truth, Who com- 


n 5 nor nds 1nd requires of all Men of every Rank and Degree, to obſerve 


» Bur 


Things whatſoever he hath commarded, and tc keep all by ways. 


[ ſprins But we are now fallen into a Generation, wherein, They do rob Father 
uhabi- pd Mother, and (ay #t 15 no Tranſgreſſion, Prov. 23. 24- And though the 


Known 


ifdom and Truth of God here faith. The ſame #« the Companion of 4 


n upen | firojer 3 but the Foobfhneſs and Fa!thood of Man, they which ſpeak 
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th flattering Lips, and with a double Heart, Plal. 12. 2. will call fuch 

one a Preſerver and Dclwerer; though h's Sword hath devoured 
houſands, and he hath involved us in a fate of killing and laying, 
d in all manner of Confuſion. The Spirit of God (aith exprefly, ſuch 
thing is Unrighgem/reſs, and it is wrong. God # diſhonoured by the 
reach of bis Law, Rom. 2. 25. And the ficſt Commandment, recited 
h.6. 2 3 is broken, when the Daughter diſhonoureth ker cwn Father, 
r ſuffereth and is well pleaſed when it is done: Ayd the Son in Law 
efeth up our the Father m Law, and a Mans Enemies are th! Men 

his «un boſe, as (poken of Micah, 7.6. But the Sinners and Tranſ- 
refſors, yea and outward Worſhippers, (ay, All this is no Sin: And 
e&y ſpeak blaſphemor:fly and faiſly, That theſe rhirgs are for the Glory of 
4; Whereas his Divinely inſpired Prophet was (o amazed and offen- 
ed at ſuch kind of doings, that he will not truſt on, and have as little 
o do as poſlible with deceitful and finful Mzn and Women ; but getting 
ut from among them, he makes the right Inference, Therefore will I 
ok unto the Lord, I will wait for the God of my Salvation, Ver(. 2. Now 
hen God pronounceth it to be Sin and Corruption, but the Multitude, 
hich do the Evil, ſay it is none, in this Caſe, whoſe Word ſhall tand, 
14, or theirs? Jer. 44. 28. Themſelves ſhall know when they come to 
lye, and by whoſe Judgment they ſhall abide. The Controverſfie will 
2 decided to their own Miſery ; for God ſhall puniſh them for the ſame, 
hat they may know that his Words ſhall ſurely ſtand againſt them for Evil, 
'erf, 29, Then let them diſpute away the Senſe and Pain of it, if they 
an. But when the Day of his Judgment is come, that which is now 
e Contradidtion of Summer; ſhall ceaſe ; and they ſhall be found Speech- 
ſs, Matt. 22. 12. that is, have nothing to. ſay or anſwer for them- 
ſelves, That every Mouth may be flopped, and all the World become guilty 
before Ged, Rom. 3. 19. or ( according to the Marginal Reading ) Tabjed 
to the Jndgment of God. Though now they deſpiſe and are ſtubborn 
againſt bis Word, and the Miniſtration thereof, as the perverſe Jews of 
old did con'radit, and blaſpheme, and ſpeak evs/, or contrary to what 
is truly alledged from thence; fo do. the Prieſts and People at this 
day... Yet when they ſhall appear perſonally before the Judge himſelf 
and he ſhall plead and teftifie gp them face to face, then they = 
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be forced to. behave themſelves in another manner of Submiſſion 
Conſciouſneſs of their own Gwilt. 

We may now obſerve, That good Men will yeild unto a Conviction 
2s we read that when Moſes did inftruct and admoniſh his Brother, co 
cerning the untimeiy end of his two Sons, it is recorded, That A: 
beld by Peace, Lev. 10. 3. whereby was fignified his Acknowledge 
of theic Fault and Errour ; for he would not Anſwer any Thing tc E 
uſe, Vindicate or Juftifie it. But we read otherwiſe of ſome, w 
reſolve to go on and continue in their own ways, How long ſhall t 
Wicked Triumph ? How long ſhall they utter and ſpeak bard Thmgs ? A 
all the workers of Insquity boaſt themſelves ? Plal. 94. 3. Who thel 
workers of Iniquity are, may be anon explained. They will uſe 
kinds of Reproach, and ſpeak all manner of Evil and Falſhocd; t 
do hug themſelves and make their boaſt that they can, and do kee! 
the Vidtory and Poſſeflion. Many think in their Hearts, and ſome a 
heard to fay fo in their Mouths, If that ( which is now overcome and 
kept out ) is Righteouſneſs, and the Cauſe of God, Why doth it the: 
not take Place? And why doth not Ged ariſe to plead his own Cauſe ? I 
is Truth, Why doth it not prevail. 

Thus the fooliſh Man Reproacheth thee daily, forget not the Voice of 
thine Enemies : The Tiumu/r of thoſe, that riſecb wp againſt thee, mere 
feth contenualh, Plal. 74 22. and hence. they do preſume to ſpeak or aC 
more againſt him. But have they not read, ar:d do they not fre it ex+ 
perienced ? Fudgment 1 turned away backward, and Fuſhce ftandeth afar 
off : For Truth # fallen in the Street, and Equity canoe enter, Wa. 59 14} 
Yet certainly all theſe arc of God, But ye do Err not knowing the Sc 1p-% 
tures, nor the Power of God ; nor yet of the way and Method of tne 
whole Diſperfation of his Kingdom. For Pure and Und: filed Religion i 
moſt certainly of God, and that hath been Struggling by little and 
little for ſome Thouſands of Years, bunt it hath not yet prevailed over 
the whole World. Yea in the Chriftian and Reformed Part, there arc 
but a few Mcn in Number, yea very few, which do profeſs and practice 
it according to all the Commandments, Rules and DireCtions thereof; 
and thoſe alſo are acconnted Strange People even in what is calked a 
Gedl, bnt indeed an Hypocritical Nation. And thongh God is Almighty, 
and will Jet in a very little time have all Things in Earth alfo ſaljeR unto 
and according to his Will; even as they are now in Heaven: Yet he 
hath all along fince he created Man upon the Earth, G14den brimfelf and 
lain ſtil, and beeu as'one a fleep, or gone afar off, amd hath not put 
forth all his Strength, as there are many the lik Exprefſions throughyur 
his Book, by which may be underſtood the Re:fon of il what is afore 
objected, ard is ſo cominion in the Mouth of Scoffers, and Ignorant Un- 
godly People ; for fo they are notwithſtanding all their Obſervances of 
the ſeveral parts of outward Religion, Seck ye our of the Book of the 
Lord and read, and let him that readeth nnde ftand; not one Thing 
written therein, is withott Truth and Significaticn, nor one Tittle there- 
in ſhall fail, tilt all be furfiled and found true. | 

But to bring this home to our preſent Caſe, which ſeems ſomewhat 
intricate, 
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intricate, and perplex to the Ignorant Multitude: For here is a Civil 
Right veſted in a Perſon of a Snperftitious and Corrupt Religion; and 
Hew then ns Truth fallen with him ? It may be anon perceived. For 
according to the Word of Truth, Juſtice and Equity ſhovid be obſerved 
towards him, it he was but a mere H-athen and Stranger, according to 
Ex:k 22. 29. Mal. 3.5. ard other places of God's Word, But now 
ſering that his Ch'ldicn and Subjects have Opprefſed their own Father, 
who by the Law of God ought to provide for him in his old Age ; fo 
he is become the faire as if he was F.itherle's, and it would have been 
better for him'to have been ever Childlefs ; ſeeing that his nhjects have 
been Falſe Swearers, and turned bim afide from by Right; then foraſmuch 
as by theſe kind of Deeds of Proteſtants, they have grver great Occafi» 
en to the falſe Worſhippers of the Lord to blaſpheme ; and by reaſon of 
theſe Things the way of Truth 1 evil ſpoken off, here the moit pertect 
Holineſs, Uprightneſs, Glory, Truth and Righteouſneſs of God is very 
much concerned in this. And as he is all along what he declares him- 
ſelf, All by ways are Judgment ; 0 God of Truth and without I1iquity, Fuſs 
and Right is be, Deut. 32 4. The Lord 1s Rightrons in all by Wiys, 
and Holy in all bs Works, Plal. 145. 17. So he will bring abuut, and 
manifeſt that himſelf is ſo. He will not much longer ſuffer himſelf, or 
bx Name to be prophaned among the Heathen : Though indeed it hath 
been in former Times, and is in the preſent Generation. Yet it is long 
fince written, For mine on ſake, even for mine own ſake mill I do 1t. For 
how ſhould my Name be polluted * And I will not give my Glory unto ane- 
ther, Ia. 48. 11. And though this great Reaſon is doubled 1wice, that 
is becaule it is his very Mind, and zt «s Effab(iſhed by Ged; and God wilt 
ſtortly brivig tt to poſs, Gen. 41. 3. Yet it hath been fo lorg deterred, 
that one wou!d think, The Lord 1s Pack concerning h:z Prem: ſe, as ſome 
Men cout.t flachneſs, 2 Pet. 3. 9. Eut the realon hereof ſecms to be 
twofold. One is gathered from the foregoing verſe, one Diy is with 
the Lord as a thouſand Years, and a thouſaud Years as one Day, 
Ani then though his Eternal Spirit ſpake thus by I/arab three or four 
thouſand Years fince, it is but as three or four Days ago ; and now 
within leſs than half a Day, yea a fingle Watch of the Night, he will 
certainly fulfil it, The other, and Piincipal Reaſon, is to be under- 


ſtood from what is the very cauſe wheretore God hideth his Face ; and Fee P/al. $5. 
tor the preſent he Coth rather ſeem to falfific than perform the HPord of ;þro; 


bis Servaiit, i3 to ſee what the end of the Children of Men well be, Dent, 
32. 20, and what they will do in the mean while. The Generality of 
the World hath little or no Faith; but he will try and exercite the 
Faith even of his Saints and Children, who have the greateſt Meaſuco 
thereof, and will prove it even to that Degree, till they ſhall be forced 
to try out My Sort fainteth for thy Salvarron ;- birt T hope wn thy Ford 
mine Eyes fasl for thy Salvation,Plal. 119, $1, $2, All Men and Women 
of the former, preſent, and ſucceſſive Generations ſhould remember all 
the Days which the Lord their God (uffereth them to live in this Earth, 
and fo all their Ways, and all their doings is to PROVE THEM; 
to know what was in theit Heart, Hhberher they wanid teep bis Commands 


menty 
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ments or no, Deut.$. 2. And whether his Servants, and Creatures will 
do his Work willingly and freely, when he ſhews the Way and Means, 
and puts it in their Power ; and ſtirs them up by his Spirit ſo to do. 

In like manner, to rake away the Blaſphemy of thoſe, who ſay they are 
Chriſtians, but they are not, but are of the Synagogue of Antichriſt, G 1d 
will bear the Right, and bis Eyes will bebold the things that are equal, 

Plal: 17. 1, 2. And he which exccurech Judgment for the Oppreſſed, b: 
relieverh the Fatberleſs and Widow ; ( and ſuch are they who are made 
poor and deſtitute by their own Children, and do b:zcome as O-phans | 
and Widows, without Father or Husband to ſupport them.) bt the 
ray of the W.ched be eurneth nffide down, Pal. 146. 7, 8. G»l will 
do all this, and che Help which he doth upon Earth, h+ doth it himſelf.| 

But here one main thing is to be well underſtood aud attended unto, ® 
viz. That what God doth, u by the means and Inſtruments of bs Servants, | 
and hy own \People : As by ſtarring up the Spirit of Gideon, of David, of © 
N-chemiah, Zorubbabel; inclining the heart of ſuch an one, as we read Þ 
of:en, and it may be eaſily conceived ; As by giving them Knowledge, © 
Power, and ſuch like. So it was of the great things he did for his : 
Church, by rarfing up Prophets, his Son Feſus Chriſt, Apoſtics, Men of Knows F 
ledge, ( which is to be attained unto by O redicence and Hulinef; ) and % 
fach like: Who did all ſeem as Men of the ſame F:cth and Blood with # 
our ſelves, and commonly of contemptible out ward Perſon, that, the 
worl:l do not know, but d:/pijſe them. And what is done by the Prin- 
ciples of Goodneſs and Truth, which appear forth thro:gh them, that is 
God's doing only. As on the other fide, what is done by the Principles © 
of Evil, Sin, and Falſh>od, or by Corruption and Wickedneſs; this is 
none of GÞA1's doing, but the Devil's Work, even ebe Spirit which works © 
eth in the Children of Diſcbedience, And therefore when a M dritnde | 
&o evil, Exod. 23. 2, and many others do follow and comp!y with them ; * 
or when the rich and mighty People ( who of all Mankind do molt 
provoke, uffend, and Diſpleaſe God, by tranſgrefling his Law ) do fuch 
a thing; only becauſe it is done by the many, and the great, to afi-m 
therefore, That Grd doth zt, this is the direct Sin of Blaſphemy againſt 
the holy one of Iſrac/., And it is a moſt falſe and wicked Inftauation, 
as if they were tempted and aCt-d by an holy and upright God, to do 
that which is Sin and Tranſgrefſion. Little Children, lee no M im des 
ceive you, He that doth Righteouſneſs #s righteow, ev?n as be 1s righteous, 
He that commutteth Sin # of the Devil; for the Devil fin'th f the 
Beginning. For this purpoſe the Son of God was manifeſted, that he nught 
deltrcy the Wks of the Devil. W. ofoeuer 1s born of God, doth not com; 
mit ſin; for his Seed remaineth in him, ( obſerve that, ) and be cannot 
fin, becauſe he is born of God, 1 Joh. 3. 7, $, 9. This confutes all that 
hor.id and abominable Blaſphemy which runs thi oughout Sherlock's Cale 
of Allegiance, 5c. 

By what is here ſaid, the Works of God are manifeſt, and the Works 
of the Devil. Here is a Difference pur between them both; which is a 
great part of the Miniſterial Office or Duty, Exck, 22. 26. So that 
whoever reads theſe Lines may moſt plainly and clearly —_ 
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from the other. Both kinds of 1/ark have been, and are now carrying 
on in the World, But here is one great Difadvantage; for there are 
many againſt few; Which comes to pais through the Delufions, Refi- 
ſtances, and Hindranccs of Satan ; who deceivetb the Nations, and the 
whole Wirld. And as himſclt Walketh about, ſeeking whom be may de- 
wour, (o his Inftruments are many and aCtive; and they do by their 


Mu'titude carry on his Work, Whereas the Servants of the moit Higli 


God are but tew, Yea, very few; an again, of them 


m »{t do t ye flill; and they only think Right in their ÞF Like the Ezyptians, who ſhalt 
H-arts, but they do not aCt for G2dz or if any thing, he/p an van, and to no purpoſe. 
that is, often by halves, and decerefully, Jer, 43. to. Therefore have I cried concer= 
* | eing fearful, Rev. 21. $. loft Affliction or Perſecus ming ehis, Their Strength 15 20 
tion arsjeth for the Words ſake, at which ummediately fit ſtill, Iſa. 3o. 7. 
+ they are offended, Mark 4. 17. even at the very thoughts; * The Lord pardon thy Servant 
and theretore they will neglcct to do their Duty, lelt #n ebss thing, and proſerve unto 
themiclves fall into it. bim Life and Liberty, and give 
bim Strength and Power to cor- 
reft all former Omuſſions and N-gleds. + By which it may be ſeen, how hard it is to 
be ſaved, and to come up to ſuch a Meaſure and Fuln:ſs of Chriſt iansty, as is abſa/utele nece[- 


ſary, and «nally r:quared, in order to obtain Salvation, 


Though in our I/raet, I hope there are found, not only Seven, but 
Seventy times Seven Thouſand, who have not conſented to the Counſel and 
Deed of them 3 who abbor Idols, and yet will not commit Parricide or 
Injuftice 3 who will rather go to a Stake in Smzrhbfield, than bow their 
Knees to the Image of Baa!; and yet God forbid that they ſhould fly 
in the Face, or litt up their Hand againſt the Lord's Anointed, or drive 
him out to ſeek his Bread in Deſolate Places. Nevertheleſs in a wholz 
Nation th:reis, as in the Days of E'!zas, found but only one, who doth, 
from the Law of God, tellific publickly againſt theſe things; though 
othurs are equally obliged by their Duty they owe unto God, and tor 
the Oath's ſake, which in his Name they have taken unto his Anointed. 
And yet blefſed, and ever bl.fled be our God, the Perſecution is not al- 
together ſo great, as in rhe e:me of Jelabel, when they killed the Pro+ 
pers, 1 King. 19. 14. But none hath ſuffered very much for making 
meiticn of God 5 Righteor:ſneſs, even of thine only, Plal. 71.16. And yet 
of all his Anibaffudors, Mmiſters, and Servants, there are not found any - 
Jo very Cenragions, Joſh. 23. 6. as to go forth in the* Strength of the Lord * Which is up 
Gd, bit ihis Strarger only; who is nove of the Levarecal Tribe, but the moſt ſafe 
comes from the diftant parts of our Land, with all the Deſire of his mind, and certam 
D-ut. 18. 6, and doth cffer himſelf willingly to ſupply what is defective G!91ds that 
and wanting in them. Whom it you ſee, and narrowly leok upon, and © be ; for the 
conſid-r, he is a weak and Cecrepit Creature, {the a Reed ſhaken with 17976 We truft 
the Wind; And yet the Grace and Truth which appears forth through ®" O—_ 

| invihble, M/ 

may, with Humility, Reverence, and B-ldneſs, ſay, God is ſo much the more bound to 
protect and take Care for us, 
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him, if it hath a free continued Urterance, and univerſal Spreading, it 
will ( let them took to it ) break down all their Hedges, and bring 
their Strong Holds to Ruine, 

As before explained, and may be gathcred from the frilowing Verſe, 
thoſe Strong Holds mentioned in the Text, are ſuch Imaginations which 
are contrary and difterent from the 'Knowledge and Law of God; and 
the Thoughts of Di/ebeazence to Chuiift, The Words were !poken origis 
nally az to the Heathen, who had fome Ta-zughts and Imaginations 
within them, which did hinder trom receiving God and Ch, z/t into their 
knowledge. And there are the like remairing at this day in the Minds 
of thoſe who are called Ch:iftians, and ſeem Wo:thippers of Gud 3 which 
hinder them from yielding Subj-Ction, and pertoriming Obedience to his 
Law. And to thele we mult app!y our Wcapons, to try it we can bat- 
ter and pull them down. ; 

It is to be known and obſerved, That each fiagl? Man, ( and G likewiſe 
many together ) do act by a number of [ch and ſich Thrghts within 
tbemſcives, The Dcfiie of the Righteous is only good : He doth medi» 
tate in the Law of .God day and right : He makes that the Rule, aid his 
Glory the End of his Actions. The ungodly Man alfo hath fone parti- 
cular Thoughts within himſelf, Luke 12 17. as to paſs thiir tine in as 
much E./e and Mzrth, Vert. 19. as they can. Their genecal P.incip'es 
of Action may be reduced to Luft, or Seubbornneſs. Lit is an i ordinate 
Defire of, or Inclination atter, any ſeeming G>0d. By Siubbornnes I 
mean a reſolved wiltul Humour to do (uch a thing, waen they know 10 
other Reaſon, but to have merely theic own Vind and Will, or the like, 
which is an Eff-&t of Pride. 

Now we have Arguments to apply unto both of thefe, For Lrft, which 
reaches after the Pleaſures of $:n for a Sea'on, or the Profits of Trant- 
grelſion, there are annexed the Pains of Hell for evermore. An! what is 
4 Man profited, :f be ſhall gam the why/e 1P.r.d, and | fe hs non Soul ? 
Matt. 16. 26, And to tur inat ftubborn Humuur, I have loved Strang ors, 
and after them mil I go, Jer. 2. 24. And when the Commardrnenuts of 
God are given in fuch an Author:tative mznacr, Th-u ſhalt net tas the 
Name of the Lord thy G-d in vain. Then ſva't we full, Thou fact 1192 
commit Adultery. Thou ſhalt not Steal. Tyou ſhalt not bear tilſe /.ineſe. 
He that is reſolved to do otherwiſe, or contrary, Gad will an/mwer ag 12 
that Man or Woman im Plagiies and P.inmſhmene. And if ve wail; cons 
trary unto me, and will not bearken unto me, I will bring ſeven tames more 
Plagues upon you, according to your S1ns, And again it is added, 2fter tc 
a Judgment or Chattizement, And sf ye will not be reformed 6» theſe 
things, but will waik contrary unto me, then will I alſs walk con'ra:y unta 
you, and will pursſt you yet ſeven trmes for your Sins, Lev. 26. 21, 24. See 
farther, Verſ. 27, 28. And though the Law could not accoinplith the 
effectual Reformation of Men, br its Temporal Promiſes and J1::gments; 
for they do happen promi'cuouſly to all; and the beſt which is to be 
had here cannot make any Man truly happy 3 fo the wortit will not render 
him really miſerable. As Loſs of Children, or of Cattcl, ſpoxen of, Lev. 
26, 22, doth not aff: ſome Perions at all, But the Goſpel making a 
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Separation, and allotting to every one a diſtinct Potion, of either goins 
away into everlaſting Puniſhment, or into Life eternal, Matt. 25. this will 
* actually perſuade, what the Law, being FFeak, could not. The Power 
of endle(s Life will aQtually move forward; as again the Bieterneſs of 

eternal Death will make to abftain from Sin and Evil. For the Puniſhment 
' of God will be executed according to Truth againſt them which commut theſe 
things. What are taken out of theſe two. Armories, and are (o applied 
by the skilful Archers, that they may hit, and not be (pent in vain, will 
ſo fill the Sinners with Doubt, Fear, and Pain, that theſe Enemies of the 
Lo 4 will be fs co flight ; for they cannot ftand againſt them. 

From the Word and Truth of God may be brought a right Thought 
and Reaſoning, to confront each Thought and Reatoning of Sin and In- 
niquity 3 which when it comes to grapple and conteſt therewith, will 
certainly overcume it. For in we and act of Temptation a 

reater and more enduring Guod is to be choſen ; as again, on the other 

de a worſe and longer enduring Miſery is to be more feared and avoided. 
This may be ſhewed particulacly from the very Things themſelves, by 
comparing Things Spiritnal and Eternal with Senfible and Temporal ; 
Things to come, with Things preſent z that with the fame Temptation 
wherewith any one is led away and enticed to Sin avid Evil, he may have 
the ſame not to yield unto it. As the Delights and Pleaſures of Heaven 
are infinitely more exceeding and enduring, than any Thing of Senſe 
and Luft : So the Torments of H-=!l are more intoler-b'e than the irk- 
ſomenets of any Duty, the Wrath of God is worſe than any Terrour of 
Men, ai.d the Puniſhment prepared is more dreadtul than the greateſt 
Evil th:t now doth, or can betal us in this World. I covld thew this 
particularly in ſeveral Intiances together, with the many Circumſtances 
that brloog hereunto ; but this I have already Publiſh-d in a mo. e large 
Treati'e, (to which I have prefixed my Name) fo that it woull be both 
Superfluous and Tedious to whtt on it here. 

But to come yet more cloſe to our Subject and Intended Matter. 

There are ( as betore obſerved | ahe Thoughts of Self-will and Dif 
obedience, and Iniquity, which each Man hath n the deep of hrs Heart : 
By which he dvth a&t thus or thus. And by how much he is the more 
fully reſolved, ani ftrongly bent to do after ſuch a Manner, any Law 
or O: dinance of God to the contrary 10:withſt anding, that is his Strong 
Ho/d. And yet even to that, when we come to know it, we can app!y 
ſuch Truths of our God, that they tſhill cither beat him out ot it, oc 
ſhake the Powers of his Soul, or cruſh him down into Deſtruction and 
Mitery. 

But there is yet a much Srronger Hold, which Sinners and Tranſgreſ- 
ſors paſs over to tor ſhelter when they are atraid and beaten out of their 
Private Strong Hoids in their own Breafts, according to their ſeveral 
Perſons and Concerns, And this at firſt doth ſeem of as much more 
Strength, as Multitude do exceed a fingle Man. And this is, when 
many are unanimouſly joyned and combined together to do the fame 
thing. Which may appear yet more forcible according to their Nur» 


ber and Power, when the great, and the wiſe, and the many, aud 
the 
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the many, who ſay, they have Authority in their Hands, do ſuch a thing | 
with Advice and Deliberation, and then they are reſolved to «ſtand by | 
and defend it: When they have all Power in their Hands, and all Plas * 
ces of Strength. They can kill, or they can fave alive z they can ims- | 
priſon, or ſet free 3 they can puniſh, or reward. Yea, they have o | 
many Advantages on their fide, that the time would fail me to reckon | 
them up particularly. Suppoſe theſe ſhould agree to do a thing, who | 
ſhall dare to contradict, much leſs be able to difaniul and bring it * 
all to nothing ? Conceive the thing to be thus, To ſet up the | 
THRONE OF INIQUITYT and to frame Miſchief by a Law,Plal, * 
94. 20. What Inſtrument or Weapon ſhall be found out to unhinge | 
or pull down this Throne of Iniquity ? Or what ſhall we make ule of | 
to take away this Miſchief which opprefſeth 2 None other can do it, but 

what comes trom God, and doth partake of his Omnipotency who can 

99 all things. bs 

H-re is one Queſtion asked in ſhort, which will go very near to the 
removal thercot 3 Shall the Throne of Iniquity have Fellowſhip with thee 2 | 
which implies a certain Negative that it ſhall not have Fellowſhip with 
God. Though it is placed high on Earth; yet it ſhall never come to 
Heaven, Fur we have further the Son of God who came down from 
Heaven, and knew his Father's Will, ſpeaking elſewhere on this wiſe, 
The Sen of Man ſhall ſnd forth bus Angels and they ſj1all gather out of h; 
Kingdom all things that offend, and them which do INIQUITY ( ob- 
ſcrve this carefully and attentively ) and ſhail caſt them into a Furnace of 
Fire : there ſhall be wailing and gnaſhing of Tecth, Matt. 13. 41, 42. So 
that if they #whb9 do Iniquity, either thole who (et up, or they who are 
placed on the Throne of Iniquity, ſhall not go to Heaven, but they ſhall 
be caft into Hell 3 as we have that Word affirming, whereby all Nati- 
ons, Kindred and People, ſhall be judged at the lait Day, then ſuch 
who now do Inzquity will miſs of more Good, Happine's, Conveniency, 
Hcnour and Exaltation, than now they have by it: And Hz{ wilt enlarge 
ber ſc!f arid open her Mouth without Meaſure, and will receive them with 
all their Glory, and their MULTITUDE, and with their Pomp, 
and with their Rejozcing : Which laft will be changed { as we jult now 
heard) into wailing and gnaſhing of Teeth. So the ſhort is, They 
which do ſuch things ſhall nct be ſaved, but they ſhall be damned. 

Now that we may not ſhoot ſharp Arrows at a venture 3 nor miſap- 
ply terrible but tive Words ; we ſhall explain particularly what the 
Throne of Iniquity is, as we may alſo ſpeak fomewhat of framing Miſ- 
chief by a Law, Thc cnd of an Explain. tion, is, That he which hear- 
eth or readeth may underftand, And I hope to be wade fo maniteſt, 
and commend my ſelf to every Man's Cenjcrer.ce un the fight of Gerd, ant as 
it is abſtrat.a trom all worldly Corfuderatiors 3 that whotucrer ſhall 
hear or read this, that his Conicicace alio ſhall bear Witneſs and fully 
aſſent unto thc Truth and Reality ot theſe things. 

By th Woid THRONE is meant a principal and chief Seat, where- 
on a King, or Supreme. Gorernovr of any Countrey doth ft aid Ad- 
miniſter his Government, ſee P/ai. 89. 36. 44. And in a letler Degree 

it 


= 


h a thing © 
«tand by ” 
d all Pla. © 
' Can im- Z 
have fo © 
2 reckon © 
"8, who vz 
bring it % 
up the Z 
.aw,P ll, © 
unhinge © 
e ule of 
0 it, but © 
who can * 


_ 


r to the 
b thee 2 © 
lip With © 
come to 
'n from 
is wiſe, * 
{t of hs 
'T (ob- 
rnace of 
42. So 
\ho are 

cy ſhall 

| Nati- 

n ſuch 
niency, 
enlarge 

n with | 
Pomp, ' 
[t now Þ 


$, They i 
miſap= 2 
it the 
g Miſ- 
| heat. 
niteſt, 
ang as i 
* ſhail 

 tully 


a "may bt OY 


- 


(21) 

it may be applied to other inferiour Judges and Magiſtrates, aceording 
to _ is eines Te in another oor F For there are ſet Thrones of Fudg- 
ment 3 the Thrones of the Houſe of David, Pſal.122. 5. The beſt and t 

way of Interpretation, is by comparing Scripture with Scripture; but the 
meaning of this Word, Throne, is ſo plain and intelligible tothe moſt ordi> 
nary Capacity, that there is necd of no more Words concerning it. And 
by the ſame Method we may come to know what Iniquity is. In order 
to which I ſhall lay before you that great place in Pſal. 99. verſ. 4. 
( I defire the Reader to look into it. according to the Bible Tranſlation, 
for that is more according to the Original ) where the-P(almift ſpeak- 
ing of God, ſaith, on this manner, The Ktng's Serenzth alfo love h Fudg- 
ment, THOV DOST ESTABLISH EQUITT. I repeat it 
azain, That it may be the more obſerved, Thou drſt Eſtab!rſh Eqmty; and 
fron: hence doth ſpring up the natural Senſe and Definition of Injquity, 
v;7. That it i alV/artaruon from thoſe cternal Rules of Equity which God 


bath eft abl:ſhed. It lignifies the thing which is not equal; as 'may yet pſ7 os. 14, 
be {a wo, apprehended by them who have the leaſt Ucderftanding & 98. 9. 


of the common Latin Word uſed for it. oP” 

Now to bring all this hom to our preſent Purpoſe, what the Apoſtle 
ſaith, let any one whatever think whether the Application be according 
to that Righteouſneſs and Truth, whereby God will Judge the World. 
I 1 reported commonly, That there s ſuch a Formcation among you, and 
fach a Fornication as #s not ſo much as named amongſt the Gentiles, That 
one ſhould have by Father's IVfe, 1 Cor. 5. 1. So here, in a Chii- 
ftian Countty and Commonwealth, it # not only reported commonly, 
but the thing is certain, .and matter 'of Fact; and it is jtftified 
univerſally, That there # ſuch an Tmquity drmong us, ( 17. a thing which 
is not equal, ) and ſuch an Iniquity ds # not'ſo much 44 named ( much leſs 
joſtified ) amongſt the Heathen, who know not the Ten Commandments 5 
and ſeldom practiſed amongſt any, but among Mahometans, in the Grand 
Signior's Family, That One or Two ſhould have their Father's Throne and 
Right, during bs Lafe-rime 3 out of which be » kept by Violence and 
Fong. And conſidering the Obligation of S6lemn' Oaths, there are 
more expreſs Commandments of God againſt this thing, than is againft 
having ones Father's Wife after his'Deceaſe, Saith the' Apoſtle in that 
Caſe, And ye are priffed up, and bave not rather mourned, That be- that 
hath done thi; Deed might be taken away from among you, Verl. 2. That 
is, Excommunicated out of the number of Chriſtians. So I would tell 
boldly / if they would give me the Hearing ) the Counſellors and State(- 
men, the Biſhops and Prieſts, That” they ſhould not be puffed up be- 
cau(e they have gotten, arid will ſecure, yea, and the laſt do ſanctifie 
the Poſſeflion to ſuch. But they ſhould rather mourn, That it is done 
by Sin and Inigurry, which will endanger to ſhot both 'the Princes and 
themſclves, with. the more than Fonr' hundred falſe Prophets, out of 
Heaven, and fink them irito eternal Miſery and Damnation. And now, 
O! ye Accommodating, Temporizing Sons of Levs, this Commandment 
and Direction is for you. If ye will not exhort them to reftore back 
unto him, from whom it was taken by "on Accufation, Luke 19. 8. _ 
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that they will let Repentahce bave its prrfeft Work; which is to wide 
the Fault as mych as it can bez and if it were to db again; they would 
_o; Fo this. . All this thult of abſolute ricceMity be Ybne, that byth tHeit 
and your Spirits may be ſaved in the day of the Lord Feſks. But tis ye 
Priefts and Teachers will not do, for fear of lofing their Favour, and 
falling into their Diſpleaſuce. But what ſaith the Anſwer of God unto 
both them and you? Pen I ſay unto th: Wicked, O! Wicked Man, 
thou ſhalt ſurely dye 3 if thou doſt not ſpeak to warn the Wicked from 'hys 
IWay, that Wicked Man ſhall die in his INIQUTTY; bit bis Blood will 
T require at thme hand, Ezck. 33. $8. And to fole the Favour, and fall 
urider the Wrath of God, and to have their Blood requitred at ſuch and 
ſuch Mens hands; all this will be found ten thouſand times worſe, and 
longer tormenting, than now it would be to ſuffer all the Inconveniences 
from the Dilpleaſure of the Chief Princes of this, or of any other, or of 
all the Nations of the World, Nay, this is oftentimes but a vain fear, 
injected by Satar into the Hearts of ſuch, to keep them off and hinder 
them from doing their Duty. He that rebuketh a Man, fh.ll afterwards 
find 'nore Favour than he that Flattereth with bis Lips: $0 they conti- 
nue to be in favour wity God and Man. However, of the firſt they are 
ſure, who do their Duty throughly and univerſally in all things. A; 
again, who neglect to warn the Wicked of their Sin, and Iniquity, aid 
Tranſgreffion 3 but when the ſame wicked Perſons ( who have heretofore 
lived in the higheft Worldly State, and have even got up above their 
appointed Station by wrong means) come to die in their Iniquity, and 
they do he upon their Pillow, with a Senſe and Belief that they thall 
not have Fellowſhip with God, for their unlawful ſeeking, and others 
unlawful plaging them on the Throhe of Inzquity; theſe fame will bare 
and /oath thgir Lords and their Counſellors, their Biſhops and their 
Priefts, mich more than they are -pleaſed with and tore them 'now. 
This is confirmed by Experience, and the Reaſon herof is, hecaufe of 
the former Sin, and the approaching Miſery : And ſomewhat hereof nay 
be underſtood frotiz, 2 Sam, 13. 14, 15. Rev. 17.,16, 

. For Intquity 'is a breach of the Law of EJuity, and this alſo contains 
thoſe Three things ( heretofore mentioned) to which thz 7/7 ath of Go 
and. Hl Fire do. belong. For it is Diſobedience, $:n, aid” Hypocrifte. Ui 
that they do noe keep, which. thing is Ds/obedience ; but tianſgitfs (which 
again is Sin) thoſe Laws of Equity, which Gcd hath made and 'eſtah- 
liſhed. And then it is Hepocrifie, for they would outwardly fecth to be 
Jutt when they are not. Apiin, { according to the mere true and right 
Notiog hereof ) they: do obletve all the outward Parts of God's Wors 
ſhip, by which they wonld| hide from, and juſtifie themſtlvts before Men, 
in the cqutinued and; actual, Breach of his Commandments. JM 

, All Threatnivgs aud eyil Things, which throighout the whole Bodk 
of God are denounced | and ſpoken forth ganft Iaiguity, ant "the 
Warkers thereof, do belong, to them 5 and would be found trite to their 
greater Coudemnation and Miſery : They are frequently called Yorkers 
bf Iniquity, fer. it, will, not Rand and fubſt of it ſelf; and thierefote 
there mult be a ſucceſſion of Labour 'and Contrivaiice'to ktep Fl 
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d/ there the Throne of 
ah hh Feit thto PEE 
its to work ( according "+ \t'is commonty ken ) to make ar 
for ſuch an End. . Miſchief, \s. the” a Ms with 
| y, or Eftate. And a Lav is a Declara- 
tion and Sanction, atid enaQting of fuch 2 thing by a fingle Man, or 
many ( according {0 the ſeveral Conſtitutions © Count ries, or Rinds 
of Government) wor or pretend to have Authority, Now 


put all this toge 


Iniqus 
accompliſh ſuch @ thin 
Hurt, or Loſs to, the Mind, 


quaty gneruded and njurpe it ſelf 


0 the Eſtate and outward Livelihood of thoſe who 
would not. fide and aye te wihip with, this, Throne, of laiquity here 
old be altogetber {hut out with it from 


i commanded from the Word and Law of God 
to do mpto all manner of Sin and Tranſgrefſion- 


ſhall bave their , own Word, for the thing here 
doing, God will be and 
Stronger, and; he will in his 
them that troub 
obey the Eternal Laws 
tions , judge YE- For we are obliged in 1 
and Governour of the World, to ſpeak forth all that is commanded in 
his Word. | | 

Have, we mot heard and known, That thoſe who have deſpiſed the 
Oath of God, will frame another i the Oppreſſion of. thole who will 
Whereas this would be ta.them. Sin 18 
Miſchief and Loſs, than, any. WE 


holpen and remedied ?, For if a fingle Man is 
ovoftinately reſolved on 3 thing, you may ſooner turn 4 Dromedary in 
his Courſe than perſuade him off from it ; but when Iniquity and Miſ- 
oditf are Eftablinſhed.by a1L.ag; a8d by the joynt Conlent of a. ole 
Nation, this is fuols a $999"$ nat-n ever of doom 
'So-far it is ters or 20 Man by hizown Streygth or -V ifdom can do 
— 2nd eadeavour-after the manner of Men 
to-do it, there is a greater Maltitude-on the other . fide 
poſe and prevent it5 which alſo have the Aſliſtance 
theſe things his Kingdom (tands) to overthrow all their Deſigns 
rizes, And even / in "ls, holy. and wiſe. Providence, goth 


-Enetpri { ms , 1 a wi 
tſfer it to be Defeated, to ſhew that it is not his way and method, That he 
neither 


But how 


"ow 
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neither £45, nor would be t9;ih them, Numb. 14 42, 43. And o it did not 


Proſper : For he did not prompt them by his Spirit to aCt after ſuch a ' 
manner; but that kind of Device, 'and Counſel were of Men, and fo 


they came to naught. ' 


Now know I, that the Lord ſaveth bi5 Anointed: He will bear him from _ 


hy holy Heaven, with the ſavirig Strength of hu r1ht Hand. Some truſt 


in Chariots and ſome tn Horſes, but we will remember the Name of the + 


Lord our God. They are brougbt dovn and fallen; but we are riſen and 
ſtand upright, Pal. 20. 6,7, 8. In theſe laſt Days there is a Form and 
Name of Godlineſs diffuſed Univerſally throughout ovr Nation; but yet 
it may be truly ſaid, There x no Knowledge of God in'the Land, Hof. 4. 1. 
Even ſuch 4 Knowledge of 'God,' as he thay and*ought to be known. 


Who is there that Conceives rightly of him, as he is above and ſeperas 
ted from the Creatures? And knows truly how he Works in the Crea- | 


tures, ſee I/a, 22.11. But there is much thinking of and looking on them 
only ;'yea, and truſting in the Arm of Fleſh, As the Athenians of Old, 
{> do many Engliſh-men at this Day, eſpecially the Londoners and the 


Strangers who inhabir there, ſpend their Time in nothing'elſe, but eis 
ther ro tell 'or bear ſome new Thing, There' is ' much hearkening-after © 


and expeRation from the Armies, and of the Prepiritions that are 
making on either Side. Men according to their ſeveral Interefts, or 
Inclinations, are now l:fted up, and then caft down with ſuch a Tale or 
Tidings, but in this they do betray forth forth their human Imper- 
feftion and Ignorance, For notwithftanding theſe Rumors, Stirs, and 
Commotions of Wars, THAT THAT IS DETERMINED, SHALL 
BE DONE, Dan. 11. 36. | | 1 


T am but of yeſterday and know netting ; for in thoſe late times of ; 


Confufian there was no mention mat of me; but F have heard arid 
read, and many now living can inform - us, how that 'after a long and 
doubtful War, the Breath of our Neftrils, the 'Anointed of the Lord was 
raken in their Pit. His Son now by reaſon of a more-declining Age, 
and of a worſe different Religion ( the reception whereof God knows 
how far that wicked ACtion occaſioned, and the like doth now more 
confirm him in his Errour ) lies tmder [greater Difadrantages: So there 
hath been already,' and may be yet' much more'expente of Blood and 
Treaſure; and alt to a vain Purpoſe at-laft; And” then'it will be diſ- 
cerned, that ſuch Means ſhould not have been at all begun, or attemp- 
ted; which do only gain ſuch exceeding Loſs and Harm in the mean 
while z and may involve them who are concerned in it, into a worſe 
and more continued Oppreflion at the End. 

For this ſhould have been at firſt thdnght 6f;''and they ſhould be 
only guided hereby, viz. inaſmuch as we d6'alf profeſs to obey the Gol. 
pel of otter Lord Feſw Chriſt, and call our ſelves Chriftians, then we are 
all obliged by this Religion, which is holy, harmleſs, peaceable, gentle, 
and eafie to be entreated ; and being baptized into this Faith, and entrea 


ole# for the into it, we ſhould eſcbew all thoſe things that are contrary to our Chriſtian 
_—_ Sandy Profeſſion, and follow all ſuch things as are agreeable to the ſame. And 
efter Eafter, from, thence there is no manner Ground, arrant, or —_— 


_ 


_ 
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ſeek things by Wats and Fightings, Violence or Force; Strife and Se- 
ditions, Hatred and Variance; which laſt are a lefler Degree of, and 
commonly the beginning of them. We ought alſo to avoid all Uproars 
and great Concourſes of People, when they know not for what Cauſe 
they are met together. And yet more eſpecially we are to beware of, 
and have nothing at all to do with any Plots, Confpiracies, or any thing 
which in the leaſt tends to the bearing Arms, raifing Tumults, or tevyirg 
of War. We will utterly exclude all that is carnal and merely humathez 
as alſo all that kind of M/ritig, drawn from the things of this World ; 
for all that may be anſwe;ed and confuted the fame way. What fig- 
nifies it to alledge former Laws, or Preſidents of Juſtice, unto them, 
who are no: bound unto, but can Repeal ard make new ones? Much 
Icſs are fooliſh ]«fting, common Wittici'm or Ingenuity, Satyr, or railing 
Accuſation, available: The laſt are fGnful, and the others are not con- 
venient; for they prevail uothing, but rather betray a Cauſe before wiſe 
and judicious M-n z neither do they make a real, firm, and Iafting Im- 
preffion on the ignorant, or the Multitude. In a Word, Hbatever # 
Carnal, # alſo Weak; and all this is but as the ſhooting of Straws or 
Feathers, inſtead of deadly Arrows and heavy Bullets, We will (et afide 
all this, ard whatever elſe is uſed among it Men, and is of Men, that we 
may only make mention of the great things of God and Eternity, who 
now fits over all the Creatures of the Earth; and to the other we are 
juſt opening into, as onr Fathers are entred in already, Ard thus only 
through God we ſhall overcome and get the Victory at laſt. For the 
LVeagons of our Warfare are not Carnal; and no ſuch cught to be uſed, 
under th: Danger and Pain of Suffer:rg as Evil Doers, makinga Queſtion 
Whether ſuch died not as Fools, or rather, as ſuch Perſons who would cauſe 
Deſtiution and Miſchief in the Land of the Livingz and thcrefore to 
be cut «ff from it, with their hands being bord, and their Feer put 1me9 
Fetters, 2 Sam. 3. 34, to prevent their doing fo any more. And how 
know we but ſuch may fall under the Diſplealure of God, for going be- 
fide what he hath Commanded-and Directed ? If any do imagine that 
they do God Service by Fighting for a Righteous Cauſe, or for ſuch a 
Doctrine or Ptinciple of Religion ; this is no otherwiſe to be defended 
and maintained, but by the Sword-of ones Mouth, and the Pen of a 
ready Writet; but what is more, or other things God doth not require at 
their hands, but forbids it. 

Concerning the Works of Men by the IWard of thy' Laps, T have kept me 
from the Paths of the- Deſtrozer, Plal. 17. 4. Let all thoſe things afore- 
merttioned be avoided; but make his WORK D the Rule of your Actions; 
And then, if ye do What ye have fore certain Precept, ar a ſure Word 


of Truth,” the Proptiets, Chrift' and his Apoftles, an Example” 'for; ant 
yortt'own' Conſcience 'doth pronipt to and approve ; then if ye ſhould 
ſuffer, it * accoreling to the Will of God ; and futh may commit the keep- 
ing of their Souls umto- him in Waoll-doing, as unto a favthful Creator, 
7 Pet. 4. 9. For aflbredly, he that fictt gave them Life and Being, 
will make the ſame Perſons ( who do only lis Work according to his 
Will) Buffy and-Bleſſed forever, But ar” or Wontta are once ad 


(26) 
of Gods way, to which only is the Promiſe, P/al. 91. 11, the Enemy *' 
will get Advantage over them, and then they may tall into Deſtruction * 
and Miſery. He ought tobe quiet, and to do nothing raſhly, Acts 19. 36. 
But if the Miniſters, or Servants of the Lord, have a Matter to object 
againſt any, the Law and Goſpel are open; and out of that they may 
be convinced as Sinners and Tranſgreflurs. Let them make known out 
of that, what ſhall be determined at the Day of Judgment, and at the 
end of all things, And truly there may be that alledged from thence, 
which will more terrifie them, -than the Fear of Captivity, or Tem- 
poral Death. 

Say unto the King and to the Queen, bumble your ſelves, fit down : fer your 
Principalities ſhall come down, even the Crown of yur Glory, Jer. 13. 18, 
And where they were gotten and, kept by wrong, they are to know tur- 
ther, That rhe Wrath of Ged rs reveaied from Heaven againſt all U'trigh- 
reonſneſs of Men, who hold the Truth in Unrighteonuſne/s, Rom. 1. 1$, It 
is only revealed and made known here, but to be executed and (entibly 
felt, when the Breath, ( even of Princes) goeth fourth, and they return to 
their Earth; mn that very Day their Thoughts periſh, Plal. 146. 2.3 4. with 
all their Imaginations and Advantages as to this World, It this H7 ath of 
God, which now hovers over Wte-ball and Kenſington-houſe, and to 
come yet more, it is ready to light upon (ſee Plal. 68. 21. | the very 
H-ads of the unjuſt Puſſc fſors, and hangs directly over them more ter= 
rible than Damoecles's drawn Sword, only by the fl:nder Threads of their 
uncertain Lives, w.s thro::gh'y made known to them ; it theſe Words were 
not ſpoken in ſecret,-in a dark place of the Earth, within a private 
Room z nor yet only thought off and whiſpered, but they ſhould be 
proclaimed aloud upon the Houſe top, and they ſhould be talke of 
Pablickly and Univerſaly, ſo that they might ( as indeed they ought ) 
to ccme unto the Governours Earz, yea, and fink down within them ; 
then this would make their Hearts tremble and quake: And they would 
tive in fear and doubt all their Life long, ſo that they would never be 
at re(t, until they did R-pent and no from that Unrighteouſneſs, to 
which ths Wrath # annex:d. This will put bitterneſs into every pl-aſant 
Cup they drink, and turn every (weet Morſel into Gall, To reflcCt that 
they ſhall b:zcome abject and baſe for ever and ever, who are now had 
in ſuch Reverence, and are fo Extolled by a multitude of Flattererg 
that there can be hardly reſp«& enough paid to them, or too much 
ſpoken forth in thew Praiſe and Commerdation ; to be taken out of a 
Palace, and to be thruſt into an everlaſting Dungeon; to be removed 
trom gallant Guards and ftie Coaches, and to be: haled away by ugly 
Devils, the Executioners of God's Wrath, into a place of Torment worſe 
than the Firs of Molech, or ,Phalars by Byll, as that'is deſcribed in com- 
mon Hiſtory ;: and though they have Armies and Riches, and a multi- 
tude of Peop'e to fight for them, yet none of them can by any means 
redeem by Brother, nor give to God a Ranſom for bum: For the redemption 
of their Soul xs precious, and it ceaſeth for ever, Plal. 49, 7, $. For Soft- 
neſs and Eaſe, to have Pain and Firez for ſweet Smells the ſtench of 


Sulphur ; for a 'Bed of Damazk;. to be rolled up and down in a ſtream of 
& ' Brimſtone; 


Enemy * 
;uticn © 


19. 36. 
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Brimſtone ; for all manner of Muſick, to hear the weeping and gnaſhing 
of Teeth, the howlings cf Damned Spirits ; all this and much more is com- 
prehended under the H/7ath of God. And conſt lering withal the Duration 
and Eternity of them, one that doth really believe and apprehend what 
theſe things are, would not have the F/7ath of God tor his Portion for 
ten thouſand Kingdoms one after another, if he was ſure to enjoy them 
2s Qiierly and Undiſturbedly , as ever aiy one uſually doth during the 
term of this ſhort Life. Jo knowerh the Power of thine Anger ? even 
according to thy Fear, ſo u thy Wrath, Plal. 99.11, But he thit knowcth 
it, wou;d more Fear it than to die an hundred Temporal Deaths one 
after another z for therein is included worle and longer Pain and Mi» 


[ery 

This IV, «th f God is denounced agiirft at Unrighteoſneſs of Men; 
2nd thoſe in the higheſt Stations are but Mm, Now, whatever is con- 
trary to thit furdamental Rule ot Rightevuſnels and Juttice, ( Althings 
whatſoever ye would that Men ſhould do to you, do ye even fo to them ) 
that is Uvright eviiſoels. $-+ that from what is here and afore faid, it 
may be mokt clearly demonitrated, Tint our late Naronal Revolution is 
mad: up both of U'nri2hceonfreſs and Iniquity, The Phariſees of old 
were ſhurply tave:l by our Saviour Chrilt, for making the Commandment 
of God of none EjF-c}, alcit theſe did it with a more fair and ſpecious 
Glo's, than the Biithops and Prieſts at this day have to ay for them- 
ſelves, in that they dv not exhort the Chiet Princes of this Nation to 
keep the Commandments of God z which would oblige them to do both 
Riohe and Equizz to th.ir Father, But the one do not praCtiſe, nor the«. 
others admonith and ftic them up to do either. The Lord delvver me 
from ſuch Inſtritters in the way of Salvation. 

All Unrighteouſneſs s $m, 1 Joh. 5. 17. It is the worſe ſort thereof, 
being an adviſed deliberate Tranſgretiion, a Diſubedience upon full con- 
fideration and commonly long allowed in. This is not the Spoe of eby 
Children, Dent. 32 5. for it is wilful Corrupring of themſelves, and not 
of (uden ſurprifal. Paul confefles himſelf to have been Injurious, as he 
was, As 8.3. For which hs obtamed Mercy, becanſe be did it Iynorantly 
and in Unbebf, 1 Tin. 1.13. which implies the contrary, when it is 
knowingly done and continued- in, But otherwiſe of all the Failings of 
God's People recorded in Scripture, there is not one ( as I can remem- 
ber ) any particular wrong done to the Eftate of ones Neighbour. Nor 
will it avail to pray daily, That they may live a Righteous life, and yet 
p actice the contrary, Notwithſtanding all theic Prayers throughout 
their life, when ſuch People come to die, they may go another way, 
and they ſhall receive according to what is Written, The unrigbteous 
ſhall not inherit the Kingdom of God, 1 Cor. 6. 9. 

But as formerly obſerved of that Serong Hold each Man hath within 
himfclt; when he is reſolved to hold faſt ſuch a thing, he will think it 
to be no Sin, and therefore vainly Imagines and would falſly Reaſon that 
it is none. So here a thing which was formerly Unrighteous, when it 
is once Eſtabliſhed by a Law, then it ceaſes to be Unrighteous and be- 
comes Rightcous. 4 
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To this a manifold Anſwer may be given, wnto the utter overthrow 


- 

" 
» 
L 


; 


of this Serongeſt Ho/d. For there is certainly ſuch a thing, as decreting | 


wirighteous Decrees, Iſa. 10. T1. One whereof is, To turn afide the needy 


from Fudgment, and ſo of taking away the Right from the Father, and Þ 
transferring and veſting it in his Children without his Conſent, If they * 
did thus, thinking in their Hearts, that hereby they hope to ſomewhat * 


excuſe the Wrong, God knows, but however it remains H/. ong. 


But all this is moze fully and clearly Anſwered, as it was in that In- | 


Rance from whence the Obj-Ction is taken. For as in a private Caſe, 
Sin is not according as the Man thinks or imagines, but as it is a Tranſ- 
grefſton of the Law of God ; ſo here an humane Law is but the ſame 
with the Thoughts and enacted Will of many. Now if theſe ſhould 
re{olve, or enaCt that Drurkennels, or Adultery, or Robbery, was no 


EE nt on nr HO. 
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Sin, Would it therefore ceaſe to be a Sin? In no wiſe; for there is an * 


higher Law which forbids. And ſo where God hath commanded, Thou 
ſhalt no: Forſwear thy ſelf, but ſhalt perform unto the Lord th:ns Oaths, 
Matt. 5. 33. Honour thy Father and Mother ; and whoſo curſeth Father 
or Mother, let him die the Death, Mark 7. 10. If cur Phariſees, and 
Rulers, and Elders, S»ffer them no more to do ought for their Father, Ver, 
12, And they will Abtolve from the Oath taken unto the Lord, in this 
Caſe, Is not the Obligation to the Laws of God greater, than that they 
would have given to their own mere Will and Contititution ? Muſt not the 
Lawy of God have the Superiority, and take Place betore thoſe of Men 2 


Themſelves confeſs and acknowledge that they have derived their Power { 


and Avthority from under him ; or otherwiſe, Why may not any multi- 
tude of Men make Laws as well as they ? And if fo, the Power and Au- 
tbority of God bimſelf, muft be greater than that they do Cerive trom him. 
But this is the Corruption and Rebellion, by which the Nations would 
Reign only themſelves, and they are angry, ( poor Creatures! But how 
will ye help it? For I will here {peak to provoke you )) and would not 
that God ſhould Re19n over them, For thouph with their Toigne and 
L'ps they will own to receive ſo much from Gud, 3s is juft requiſite 
to ſet up their own Government and Authority; but yet withal they 
would have God's Kingdom and Dominion fo- tar come under theirs, 
that if God's Laws are contrary, and not agreeabie to Humane Confſti- 
tttions, they muſt not be ſpoken of: Bur Prrphc/ic nor ary more at Be- 
thel ; for ir is the King's Chapel, and it x the Kirg's Court, Amos 7. 13, 
Art thou made of the King's Council? Forbear, why ſhouldſt thou be ſm;e- 
ten? 2 Chron, 25. 6. Shall Parſons and Tub-preachers meddle with 
State-Aﬀairs? We will make Fxamples of them, iay the proud and 
n1godly Men of theſe days: For they would fo far :2god him, That they 
would not have the Laws of God be mentioned amongft them, nor 
onte come into their Minds and  Conſultats*ms 5 nor be: laid before our 
Princes and our ® Prieſts, our Lords and Counſellors, left they ſhould 
puniſh or proſecute ſuch, as Perſons againſt their Government ; when 


Temporal Authority, The Priefts ſaid got where is the Lord? and they that handle the 


Law knew me not, Jer. 2, 8. but they alſo therc do forges G:4 and Chriſt. _ 


" themſelves 


—— —— —_ ww RR 


throw © 


reeng 
* need) 
r, and 
f they 


= ht) 


ewhat © 


at In- 
» Caſe, 
Tranſ- 
> (ame 
hould 
vas no 


Ma > 


js an © 


|, Thou © 


Oaths, 
Father 


s, and > 


, Verl. 
n this 
t they 
ot the 
Men 2 
Power 
multi- 
id Als 
n him. 
would 
t how 
14 not 
T1e and 
quifite 
1 they 
theirs, 
>onMti- 
at Be- 
7.13. 
e ſ[m;8- 
» with 
d and 
t they 
n, nor 
re our 
hould 
when 


Ile the 


iſelves 


IDA DIRT, 
Ly - F bh 


(29) n 
themſelves in this very thing are againſt the Government of their God 2 
And who think, ſpeak, or aCt, atter this manner, They are Tranours, 
2 Tim. 3. 4. againit the Lord of Heaven, who fitteth upon the Flood, 
and fitteth King for ever, P/al. 29. 10, And if they ſhould preſume ( as 
they have done in former Generations) to ſmite or put to Death any of 
hs Prophets or Servants, God fhall ſmite theſe whited Walls, Acts 23. 3. 
For they that fit to make Laws for others, how dare they puniſh ſuch 
who do only fet God's Laws before themſelves? And they ſhall be at 
length brought out, and fliin before him, as thoſe bs Enemies, who 
would not have G24 reign over them. And whatever they now do to his 
Mecfſengers, themſelves, for ſo doing, ſhall come to be in ſuch a Condi- 
tion, that they thall detire to dic, and Death ſhall flee from them, and 
their own Cai caſes ſha! b: an abhorring to all fl:ſÞ, Ia. 66. 24. And them- 
{clves may be tormented tor evermore, after the tame manner, as they 
did aflict ſuch tor a ſhort time here on Earth. Ir the Dewi (who is 
fallen from Heaven ) ſha! caſt ſome of you into Priſon, Rev. 2, 10. with 
a malicious and evil {ntent, to h:nd:r the Word of the Lord, either in 
the going torth, or ſpreading the: eof, by their Means and Miniſtration ; 
wholoever be Satan's viſible I: ftruments, that att under him, theſe ſhall 
be Excommunicated, and have their Names blotted our from under Heaven ; 
and they ſhall never be admitted there, And further, God ſhall caft 
both him and them into Hell. Who have already, or ſhall hereafter, ſo 
deal with the Servants of the molt high God, ( who teach the way of 
Salvation, which is done by Reproof of Tranſgrefſion, and Exhorting 
to keep the Commandments,) as to put them into Fetters or Irons, 
or lay them in a low Dungeon : Such, whether they be Governours or 
Officers, or Executioners, ( for even theſe ought not to put forth their 
hand to a wicked and unlawful thing, 1 Sam, 22, 17, 18.) although 
now they are encloſed in their own Fat, and their Mouth ſpeaketh proud 
things; yet when they ſhall drop out of that, and their Tongue ſhall be 
laid flatin them, their Souls ſhall be reſerved in everlaſting Chains, under 
Darkneſs, unto the Judgment of the great Day. And thence they may 
be thrown forth, and ſealed down into the Bottomleſs Pit, and Infernal 
and Eternal Dungeon, the place of utter Darkneſs. Where it ſhall be 
rendred unto them in more Years and Ages, than the Minutes and Hours 
were, in which they did a& deſpitefully againſt the Meſſengers of. the 
Lord; and thereby did ſhew forth their inward Rebellion and Hatred 
againtt the God who ſent them. 

For this is the Controverfie which the Lord hath had all along, and 
continues this day to have, with the Inhabitants of the Earth, ( Bue 
Woe unto thoſe Porſherds who thus ſtrive with their Maker, ) Whether 
God's Will ſhall be done, or People have their own : Whether his Laws 
or theirs ſhall take place. 

As I am one appointed to manage this very Controvei fie with the 
Land of our own Nativity ; ſo I would alſo admoniſh my Brethren and 
Countrymen, yea and Fellow-Creatures. I call upon ye all to remem-» 
ber, That God x the Creator, and all Men, both of high and low De» 
gree, are but Inſtruments. Which of ye _ by taking Thovght, ad4 
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one Cubit to your Stature, or make one Hair white or black? And fo, 
notwithſtanding all Imaginatsons of all the Work and Labour, Trade 
or Occupation ; and ſo what hath the Name of great Action, Stir, and 
Doing in the World ; yet all the Men thereof put together cannot ab- 
ſolutely make or create any thing; no not ſo much as a fingle Duſt, or 
what amounts to the point of a Pin, But herein is conflaed the utmoſt 
Bound and Power of all human Aion; They can only move from one 
place to another, or change and alter; befides this, they have no more 
that they can do. So is th: Diverſity ( let them conceive never ſo ma- 
ny Imaginations or high Things in their Minds ) between God's Govern- 


ment and Laws, and between Man's Government and Laws, only in Sub-. 


ordination to him and them, For God, who firſt created them out of 
Nothing, hath alſo fixed and determined the Nature of Things, He hath 
made Laws and Decrecs concerning them, how he would hare things 
done and obſerved. But ro Man 1: left on'y to give the Name, and ſee 
what be would call them, Gen. 2.19. So in the Adminiltration ot that 
Government, by which Kznzs Rele, and Princes Decree Fuſtice; they 
may preſcribe the Name, Manner, Place, or ſuch outward Circumſtances 
and Rules: But as they did not at firit create, fo they cannot alter or 
change the very Nature of things, So far only it is in the rightful Uſe 
and Adminiſtration thereof. 

And though Corruption may call Evil Good, and Good Evil; they 
may take away Righteouſneſs, and eſtab'sſh Dag ity by a Law ; yet all 
along the Nature of Good and E-i}, Righteowneſs and Iniquity abides 
the ſame, for it is fixed and immutable. Men may think to change 
and confound it, but it is ſtill the ſame in the Knowledge and Purpole of 
God concerning it. And ſo it remains likewiſe in the Minds of al! good 
and underftanding Men, not withftanding the Corruption and Confuſion 
it paſſes through in the World, The YZ/orkers of In1quty will be ſure to 
make it as firm and abiding as ever they can 3; and when the Wicked 
get into Authority, and have the Multitude on their fide ( as ſuch hath 
been and is the courſe of the World } what before was the wwniverſal 
Cuſtom, ( which is the next degree to a Law) tor further Eitabliſhment 
and Confirmation thereof, ſhall be made a Law. And to make the 
thing yet more ſure, it ſhal!, if poſſible, be like the Laws of Medes and 
Perfians, which may not be altered; though it is tor the Worſhip of their 
Idols and falſe Gods: And fo it is of the Idols of Men, which they make 
and ſet up for themſelves to worthip, and ſerve more than they do wor- 
ſhip and ſerve the Creatour, who is Blefſed for ever. Amen. 

This kind of Acting proceeds from want of the Knowledge of God 
and of his Law, Even of HI M, who ſiteeth on high upon hu Throne, 
( ſee P/a/. 93. throughout ) anc. from thence doth behold the Inhabitants 
of the Earth, like fo many Aunts, or ſmall Creatures, who are for a 
long while, and ſucceſſive time bringing little Sticks or Straws toge- 
ther ; when it is all ſuddenly blown away and diſperſed with one hogle 
and univerſal blaſt of his Mouth. And ſuch are all thoſe Conftitutions, 
which are only of Man's making and deviſing ; for this have I learnt (in 
that little while I applicd my ſelf to that Study ) out of the — 
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of the Engliſh Laws, "That there can be no ſuch thing as a Late, unleſs it Doflor and 


be founded on divine Right and eternal Truth. 
Nay, when bs Truth is clearly conveyed, and univerſally received into 


the Hearts of Men ; it doth looſen the Cords and ſnap the Bands, which 


are of M-ns Twiſting and Tying, let them be never ſo great, many, or 
wiſe : For much ſooner it may be all diffolved and undone the very ſame 
way, and after the ſame manner, as it was made and contrived, 

For do but underſtand ye brutiſh among the People ; and ye Fools, when 


* will ye be Wiſe ? Can there be any Law, which is againſt the Law of 
* God? Can any thing be Eſtabliſhed. contrary to his Decree ? I know 


that the Rebellion of Man doth a& againſt and contrary to his God. 
And thence he doth often try and endeavour it in both Inftances. But 


' though God doth keep filence and bide himſelf for a while, to ſee what 


the Children of Men will do. He doth for lometime lie ftill: But when 


' he doth once put forth the leaſt of hisStrength, * and doth contznue to , 


enter into Controverſic with his Creatures, he will manifeſt that he is - 
Stronger aud will Prevail. - 


Wirk, he doth never give over whilſt 
till the thing be aftually accompliſhed. 


And were not I here left alone, Rom. 11. 3. but were there Seven 
hundred only like minded . and active as my lelt ; by the Strength of 
God, ( which is the manifeftation of his Grace and Truth) One of us 
would chaſe a Thouſand ; and Two would put Ten thouſand to flight ; 
to the utter overthrow of the whole World of the Sinners and Ungodly. 
And I am yet perſuaded, and do affuredly belieye, ſecing that bz Wach- 
men are Blind: they are all Ignorant, they are all dumb Dogs, they cannot 
Bark, fleeping, lying down, loving to ſlumber. Ta, they are greedy Dogs 
which can never have enough, and they are Shepherd; that cannot under- 
ſtand: they lock all to their own way ; every one for hy Gain from by Quar- 
ter, Ila. 56. 10,11, The whole Body of our Clergy and other Paſtors, 
( however they are all Named or Diverſified ) have been carried away 
with, or filent under this high and univerſal Corruption, for the very 
Reaſons here mentioned:So that none of the Sons of Levi donow appear forth 
by Name, or Teſtsfie publsck!y on the Lord's Side, Ex. 32. 26. and, as atore- 
{aid, not one of the Prieſt-hood is found x-alow for by God ; fo they 
being degenerated from their Primitive End and Defign, as may be un- 
derſtood from Mal. 2. It is to be thought and juſtly feared that God 
hath withdrawn his Grace and Favour; and if they will not yet be 
rouzed up and warned to do their Duty ſpeedily and univerſally ; that is, 
for the dumb Dops to cry aloud and for thoſe which love to ſlumber, to 
ſpare not; but i? they ſhall ſtill neglect to do this, the Covenant of ever= 


lafting Prieſt-bood, Numb, 25. 13. may be dy/awnulled as to them, and 
transferred on others ; and ehe Krngdom of God ( which in true fignift- 
cation is.the Preaching his Word and Goſpel |) ſbal be taken from them ; 

ven t0 4 Nation bringing forth the Fruits thereof, Matt. 21, 43. That 
is, both Preach and Pradtice the Truth of what that requires, who ſhall 


both feed the Flock and not mind the Fleece and Fat; they = = 
cac 


Student. 
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Teach for Hire, nor Divinefor Money, nor take the Overſight of his Flock® 
for filthy Lucre, though God will withal provide yet more plentifully for® 
his faithful Minifters, either by what they have already of their own by Per.” 
fonal Eftate, or Goods ; or the Free-will Offering of his:Servants, than ever® 
others had by their large Revenues, or forced legal Tythes. Things may fo 
turn by a juſt working, over-ruling Providence, that they who did Evil to® 
preſerve their Eſtates,thall loſe*em,and thinking to ſecnre it by wrong,may® 
hereby endanger the taking away of our Place and Nation ; and they who 
were to W/ije and Prudent, 1/a.29: 14. as to think to preferve them by 
finful and cunning Compliances, thall loſe both their Office and Mainte- 3 
nance. And what they and others have omitted to do, or thall yet ® 
neglect, God may wait for a while to prove them ; but then he will at | 
length, according to his Working and Methods of old, raiſe up amorg © 
his own Servants, of them who are-the moft deſpiſed of the People, © 
who ſhall fnlfill all his Pleafure; and ſo contmue and keep up the War | 
with all the Inhabitants of the Earth, until he is delivered from the © 
Strivings of the People, and all his Enemies are made his Footftool; |! 
even. the Rebellious allo ſhall be utterly .and for ever ſubdued, and the 
moſt ftout hearted, and who are far from Righteouſneſs, ſhall be made 
to hearken, and ſhall be actually brought quite unto it. 

Out of the Mouths of Babes and Suck:mg1 baſt thou - ordained Strength, 
becauſe of thine Enemies, that ehou maghteft flull tbe Enemy aud Avenger, * 
Pſal. 8. 2. He doth commonly chooſe out the moſt deſpicable of Men, | 
That as they have provoked him to Anger with their Vanities, Deut, 32, | 
21. and diſhonoured him by their Pride; ſo he will provoke them to 
Anger, and as it were ſhame and diſgrace them by ſuch a contempti- 
ble and beggarly Fellow. Whom their Perſecution, and becauſe of 
their Ferrour; an ungodly and unnatural Paternal Pegaoution; by 
reaſon of which alſo I 'was 4 Frar to mme Acquamtance, Tal. 31. 11, 
And in this greateft Degeneracy of Primitive Chriftianity, there being (o 
few of Oneſiphorus his Mind, 2 T»m. 1. 16, 17. did for fome time ne- 
ceflitate him to make his Requeſts known unto God ; and he was an- 
ſwered and directed to uſe the like Method unto his Scrvants; and 
blefſed be God and the Words of his Grace, Matt. 10. 41. 42. he was 
provided for. And it being a time of. general Unrighteouſne(s and Op» 
preffion, allthis may be judged of, and conceived. ' 

See, I bave this day ſet thee ovtr the Nations, . and over the Kingdoms, 
to roet out arid to pull down, and to deſiroy and to throw down, to build 
and to plant, Jer. 1. 10, Whatever is-contrary to the Government and 
Law of God, this is to be taken away and razed out; and his Righ- 
teouſneſs is to be ſet up inftead thereof. For the Queftion and Con- 
troverfie is, Whether this Nation of B7g/and ſhall obey God, or not ? 
Whois, not only as'to' this,” but alſo a King and Governonr .among all the 
Nations of the World, and God of all the Famlies of the Earth. + Indeed 
both now. and ever*fince the Creation, the Nations have irebelted, and 
do yet according to their own: Wiſdom and Will; and yet at. every 
time God doth but juft utter his Voice in the leaſt to the contrary, 
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VED; But Yet again they go on in their Ways; notwithſtanding his 
Word and Determination -is gone forth, and doth lye over, and remain 
written in a Book againſt them, For the Nation and King do thas tf 
hot ſerve thee, ſhall periſh : yes thoſe Natrons ſhall br utierly waſted, Tha, 
60. 12: Thote Men or Women, be they rever fo great, wile, (in their 
own Thinking ). or mary, { and this taken feveraliy, or in a Communi» 
ty, in which laft they are a Nation and Kingdom ) mhe a? nee 05:7 
Gecd; theſe lame M:n or Women ſhall die, and be mitrrable for ever. 
By this one ſingle Divine Truth, a great end of their Laws is diſan» 
rull'd ; They lofeitheir Force, and come to nothing. Secing that the 
Reafon- of makivg Laws. is for pubhck G09 and common Safety, ard 
that they might the. more enjoyn Pcop'e to the Obſerrance of thees?, 
Now every Law of Man, which is e:iber contrary unto, or a Variation 
trom the Law of God, is ether D:/obearerce or Iuquity ; nivther of 
which is for the Gord, nor yet for th- Szftry of Mantind ; and therefore 
it ſhould not be obeyed, nor compli-d withall. For though to the core 
rupt Wo:14 it may ſeem expedeent, { which is the commun Excole tor 
their Sin, ) yet, 2s the Pleaſures of Sin for a Sezjon Go not nuw 1eacry 
any Man happy ;.1o this Expea:ency, even at this prelent time, biings 
po rea} Gooa unto Men; and t att involves them into Mitrry and Pu- 
1:iſhmert. For it js certain and appointed, That every Diſobcd:ence res 
curab a juſt Recompenſe of Reward; and though hand Joyn in hand, the 
Wick<d thali not go unpuniſhed. For lo, thme Enern's, O Led! for is, 
thine Enemies ſhall periſh: ALL THE WORKERS OF INT 
QUITT SHALL BE SCATTERED, Piai.92.9. Aillith's is 
as Certaing as that they ſhall die, - The I}/rkers of Inaquuty are often 
{cattered before ; but then they ace always ſo. Now theres can be no 
imaginable Safety againſt this inal! their Multitude or Riches, Fer we 
ſenfityy. 4ygow, That the Rich and Poor alike, and fo do many die all one 
2s few, All the Generations of Mankind are going one atier another, 
by their ſeveral Perſons: And when God comes to enter into Judgment 
with this or that Man-pr Woman for the Actions of their Lite, wil! it 
then be received to partake of his Favour and Bleflednefs, That they 
obeyed Man rathes, than God ; That they had their Converſation more 
according to | the Courſe of this World, than according to his Will ; 
That inſtead of keeping his Commandments, they did oblerre the Laws, 
Conſtitutions, Cuftoms, Manners, and the Doings of that Countrey they 
did inhabit in, Can thoſe Men / with whom you lived, whom to pleale 
and comply withal you committed Sin) now preſerve you from the Pu- 
niſhment thereof, and from that /7atb of Ged, now juit before you, which 
was then revealed from Heaven ag airft all Unrigbteouſneſs of Men * And 
he ſaid. then that he was di/plea/ed, Ia. 59. 15. with ſuch kind of do- 
ings, .as is expreſſed from the beginning of that Chapter to this very 
Verſe; all which this day is tulfilled in our Ears and in our Eyes, Will 


that excuſe the People at the Bar of God, for Sroning by Prophet Ze- 
chariah ehe Son: of Jehojada, becauſe they did it at the Commandment of 
the King 2 Chron, 24. 21. that then was? Or the 7ews in putting 
our Saviour Chriſt to death, becauſe it was the Will of the Rulers = 
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Chief Priefts that it ſhould we and theſe laſt aid, He bave 4 Lav, 
and by our Law he ongh: to die, Joh. 14 7+ ; 

it = properly be - Liw, a Vie obliges to x Wicked and Unjuſt 
Thing ; but the Senſe of this [gnorant, Wicked and Corrupt World will 
call that a Law, which is only the refolved Will and Determination of 
the Rich and Mighty People. Theſe chictly of all Mankind have pro- 
voked God to Anger with their Vanaties;, for going about to el abliſh their 
own Laws, They have void thy Law, Pſal. 119. 126. and his Command» 
ments of none effect. And whilft they would exercile their own Rule 
and Government, and ſay they are Lords, Jer. 2. 31. They would Reign 
wholly themſelves, and not come under him, who is Kong of Kings and 

Lord of Lords, They do forget and not mind, and will catt cff his 
Kingdom and Dominion over Creatures;z and will not ſuffer (according 
10 what lizth in them to hinder } that the Lord God Ommiporent ſhould 
Reon, 

For a Fire « kindled in my Anger, and ſhall burn unto the loweſt Hell, and 
ſhall conſume the Earth with ber mcreaſe, and ſes on Fire the Foundations 
of the Mountains, I will heap M:ſchiefs upon them, I will (pend mine 
Arrows upon them, Deut. 32. 22,23. Even from the days of Moſes to 
this time, G»4 15 Anzry and Diſpleaſed, and will proceed to Puniſh- 
ment as is here declared. But becauſe Sentence againſt an evil Wirk is 
nt executed ſpeedily, therefore the Hearts of the Sony of Men are fully ſee 
en then to do Evil. In this mean while, they do Sin, Offend and Tranſ- 
greſs agairft him in the breach of all his Laws, and by all manner of 
Provocation. Not conſidering that this Fire, which is now kindled, 
ſh.ill at length 6:m ozzze. For thus much is ſenfible and evident, that 
every Fourfcore or Hundred Years the Earth is emptied of all her Inha- 
hitants. The laſt Czntury of Sinners, Tranſgreflors, and evil Doers, are 
quite gone and coniuned of from the Earth, and are gone to the ſeveral 
(xenerations that were before them ; they are brought down even une the 
People of O'd time, God hath done it already as to them ; ſo he will alſo 
to us who are now living, and do appear for a little while 3 even to us 
al'o, God will ſee on Fire the Formdations of the Mountains, which are 
the higheft part of the Daſt of the World. And fo the higheft Orders 
«11 Eanks of Men, have been and will be conſumed into Duft, or their 
Bones are burnt with Frre according to the Old manner of Burial. And 
every Man or Woman, that ever trod upon the Earth, muft go to Hea- 
ven or Hell, As it is with its Inhabitants who live and move therein, fo 
it ſhal be with the Element it ſelf at laft. The Earth alſo, and the 
Works that are therein ſhall be burnt up, 2 Pet. 3. 10. 

When theſe things, which now draw near and make haſte, ſhall be 
prefent, thin thoſe who heietofore were for being Great and Happy, for 
being Exalted and Honoured hergz yet theſe alſo when they come to 
die, would willing'y go to the veſt and beſt Place, But ſhall the 
Throne of Iniquity ( or In-equity ) have Fellonſhip with thee, which fra- 
meth M:ſchief by a Law? No, it ſhall not. They who would do a thing 
expreſly againft, a1d contraiy to his Law, which is direct Sin; who did 

forget God, becauſe they would not do what he would have them ; nor 
continue 
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© continne in that Station wherein he had placed them, but weu'd feekt 
great Th-ngs for themſelves, thouvgh neither by Right or Equity. Woen 
the Lord ſaw it, he abhirrecb b:m : And now the Fire burns to the 


loweſt H:11, where they muſt g> to be tormented, 


And as for their 


frammg Miſchif by a Law; why at that very time, God's Law was ex» 
© preſs againft their doing cf Tniquity, or Oppretſion to their Neighbour 
# or Fellow Creature. And though they conremn God, Plal. 10.13. make 
= a mock and + ar yum deſpiſe, when we tell them, His Ward ( which is 
| ed 


commonly cal 


Scripture ) is againſt ſuch kind of doings. They do 


Z not much value or regard Scripture. Nevertheleſs that now ſaith, which 
God will perform and fulfil, Thou haſt ſern rt, for thou beboldeſt M:ſchief 
and Site to requite it with thy Hand : The Poor committeth bimſelf unto 


thee, thou art the helper of the Fatberleſs, Plal. 10. 14. 
| God will make it up unto them , f whatever they have 
been Oppreſſed, or Siuffered, Break thou the Arm, 
which ſignifies their Power and Authority, of tbe wick- 
ed and evil Man, ver(.15. which Gud fometimes doth 
in his Life, by bringing them down into the State 
® they were in before, or lower into Captivity 3 but moſt 
| certainly when their Arm of Fleſh begins to wither, 
* the Boh&s fre disjoynted 3 then all their Majefty, Power 
and Authority, which they had in this World is come 
to an utter End. Their Hour is run out, and the Power 
of Darkneſs cealeth;z and it is recompenced unto them 
throughout Eternity, for the Sin and Tranſgreſſion 
they here committed and exerciſcd throughout this 


f God be praiſed for the Faith 
ard Integrity of them who 
have endured the loſs of Lives 
lihrod, Goods or Liberty, for the 
fehs of the Oath of G:d. He 
will reward ſo far as thry have 
done, and who # to judge the 
Wir'd with Equity; S red- 
ſon of that may be here pred, 
as acertam Mpraliſt of their 
own hath /aid, Eſt quiddam 
prodire tenus & nou datur 
ultra. 


Time. 

It is not ſo much this or that way of Perſuaſion, nor yet much De- 
yotion, nor many outward Adts of Religion or Worſhip which do pleaſe 
God, and will bring us to Heaven ; but it is this neceſſary Thing only, 
viz. The keeping the Commandments of G24, If thou wilt enter into Life 
keep the Commandments. All the Prayers, good Works, ſinging Plalms, 
hearivg Sermons, holy and edifying Diſcourſe, days of Faſting 3 when 
they Faſt I will not hear their Cry ;zand when they offer burnt Offering, and 
an Oblation, I will not accept them, but I will conſume them by the 
Sword, Fer. 14.12, with whatever can be conceived or named, as per» 
taining to Religion, yea, all put together will not do without this one 
neceſſary Qualification of keeprng the Commandments of God, Though 
b:fides their own Prayers, Noab, Fob and Damel, and all the Righteous 
Men that ever were; if Angels or Arch-angels, and all the Hoit of 
H-aven ſhould pour out their Supplications before the Throne of Al- 
mighty God for the Salvation of Diſobedient and Wicked Men ; yet it 
would not be granted, for it is againft the Eternal Law and Truth of 
God. The Cale of Eſa is lamentable, and ttands for a Warning to all 
Generations of thoſe who now for the Pleaſures of Sin, or the Wages of 
Unrighteouſneſs, or the Expediency of any continued Diſobedience and 
Tranſgreffion, | for sll theſe are worſe, and will occafion more loſs than 
that one ſingle Morſel of Meat did to bim , fell their Ro to 

caven 3 
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Heaven ; Foy ye know that afterwards, when be would have inherited tht © 
Bleſſing, be waz rejeRed, for be found no place for Repentance, thouzh bs | 
ſought ut carefully with Tears, Heb. 12 17, When the Sinners and Tran. 
greffors ſhall come to be fully ſcnfable of what they have done, what 
they have loſt, and what they are to ſuffer, which they will be as ſoon 
as their ſhort time is ended ; then they would be ſaved, and be happy 
tor ever, all one as other People. Nay, their #/il:ngneſs ro be hajpy 
and great, was the Cauſe of their Trauſgrefſion 3 which they ſhouid 
have ſought and endeavoured after only in the way of his Comman:- 
ments. And even they might have {lill Kept in this wayz but kavirg 
erred into the way of DeftruCtion, when they come to the end of ir, 
and the Miſery is juſt ſeizivg on them, then theſe very Pc: ſons will 
take up doletul Cries and Lamentations, That God will rcceive them, 
even them allo unto Mercy, for they are his Creatures. Waich yet he 
will not hear and grant ; for his Words are long beicre gone wut to the 
contrary. See 14.1. 15. & Prov, 1. 

The only Remedy is to be warned of this in time, a3 thev were, and 
might have taken Warning, as ail that ace new living may 5 an more 
eſpecially all ye who ſhali hear or read theſe Lines. It ay Man or Wo- 
man would have the Blefling, thcy niuſt have it in his way or not at 

all 3 and that iis as Peter told the Jews, and in them all muwdannedty..ſt, 

preſent and to come. God bavirg raiſed 1p bz Son Feſus Chriſt, jen: bum 

ro bleſs you, in turning away every one of you from by imines, At; 3. 

26. None can be faved but by Chiiit 3 and neither wall be (avc them in 

their Iniquities, but by turning away every one of you trom his Ini» 

qQuities, What cach Perſons I:-iquities are, hath been before abun- 

dantly explaine?. And though every ore c:1's himſelf a Chriftian and 

hopes to be ſaved ; yet if he doth continuc in, and practice Liiguity, be 

may die in his Sins, and ſhall go another way, evcn to that place which 

is prepared for the Workers of Iniqu:ty. Vie common Voice of the 

Multitude is, God ſave King William and Queer; Mary, ai.d it is alto Pine 

ted and annexed to their Publick EdiCt:; the fawe 1s Prockaived cut at 

the end of ſolemn judiciary Proceedings, vinch allo may be fren at the 

conclufion of each Scfftions Paper, and the like. This Fhyaſe or Form 

of Speech may be underſtocd of Temporal Preſervation, or Eternal 

Salvation. But we ſee there is not much in the Sayings and Deſires of 

the Men of this World ; for many times Kings and Princes are 1ict fo 

long preſerved as other People. But as to Eternal Salvation, I do now 

teach and affirm conſtantly, That it is a Contradictioa for God ( who 

accepteth not the Perſon of Princes, nor regardeth the Rich more than the 

Poor, for they are all the Work of hy bands, Job 34. 19.) to fave any 

one whatſoever, in the Breach of his own Laws, or in their Iriquities, 

For Death,. which-in the Goſpel is Damnation, is direiy threatned unto, 

and will be inflictcd for theſe things. And how can any one fay, without 

Quomodo vegas marifet Lie and Falſhood, or wiſh and defire, without. being herein 
Deum ut pro» contrary to the Mind and Will of God, That he ſhould deft. oy and re» 
wam -deftruat verſe his own Law, and the whole Determination of Things. 
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© the Effect ard Conſequent be, if the Almighty God 


; Verl. 12, 
ſeparating from my Brethren, and the ſtrifteft Retirement ; for th+ Lo d 


(37) 


And now by all our foregoing Diſcourſe, and by recolleQting it toge*s 
ther in your Mind, you may ſomewhat perceive of what Nature the 
Weapons of our Warfare are, and what force or efficacy is in them to the 
pulling down of Strong Holds. And if ſo much may be underſtood from 
a ſingle Dicourſe, read within a Cloſet, or uttered only to a few faithtul 
Hearers ; which perhaps the Devil will try to extinguiſh, or ſuppreſ;, or 
hinder, that it ſpread no further among the People. Acts 4.17.But what would 
ould work, and who 
ſhall lee it? 1a, 43. 13. ( which would indeed actgally be, if many of 
his Saints and Servants; if a good number of thoſe who truly t-ar and 
call on his Name, would agre to put forth all their Strength, and be ative 
to their utmoſt Power, only in good and lawful things, ) and he ſhou'd 
ove-rule things ſo by his. gocd and working Providence, That there 
might be a /arge and publich place, whither they might relort trum all 


© parts of the Town, buth thoſe who are rightly aft-cted, and the ipne- 


rant, and alſo the Adverſaries; that I might by a living Voice ( and not 
always in a dead Letter, which hath not ſo much Power and Efficacy, ) 
ſpeak openly to the Wirld; for things of this nature ſhoull be done in 
the mo&publick manner, according to Fohn 3, 20, & 18, 20. andenter 
upon the Courſe of my Miniſtry. That I might by word of Mouth, and 
by an intelligible ſound, demonſtrate more largely and clearly every 
Lord's Day. In order unto this, I would pray unto the Lord, who 


' minifireth Seed to the Sower, That he would be pleaſed to inftruct me 


with the infini:e Variety of his Eternal Truths ; That I might comm::- 
nicate them forth to rhe Salvation of this City and Nation; which may 


' again be (ſpread and conveyed unto the uttermoſt parts of the F-rth, 


O continue thy loving kindneſs unto them that know thee ; and thy R g'- 
reouſneſs to the Upright in heart. Let not the For of Pride come againlt 
we, and let not the Hand of the Wicked remove me, Plal. 36. 10, 11. ſ-e 
I would feek unto the Lord by Falting and Prayer, and by 


will be ſantiificd by them that draw near unto him, And this is the way, 
by univerſal, fincere, willing and ready Ohedience, and by Mceknets and 
Lowlineſs to become the Man whom thu choo/eſt, and ca'iſeſt to approach 
unto thee, Plal. 65. 4. I have often defired to be only at leiſure to 
contemplate on Divine Things, and that I might give up my ſ(elt wholly 
unto them. 

No Man takrth ths Honour upen bimſelf, but hs that s called of God, 
4s Was Aaron, H:b. 5.4. But if a Min hath Krowledge and Ability, 
Gifts and Qualifications, and hath rece:ved the Aromting which teacheh 
him of all Things, t John 2. 27. and is prompted by the Spirit, then he 
is called of God, as much as ever Aaron was. Though the ignorant out- 


ward Worſhippers, As tbough lwoing un tbe World are ſubject to Ordinan- Cyl, 2, 25, 21. 


ces, after the Commandments and Dofrines of Ma , that they do 
more look upon and reſpect the mere laying on of Hands of the Epiſ- 
Copacy, ot Presbytery, and the external Hahit of the Canonical Goon, 
or the Clozk that Paul writeth that be /rfe at Trogs, than the cal! of God ; 


which couſfitteth not in divers kinds of Garments, or outward Ceremo- 
K nies, 


Boo; of Hafp. 


+ Even that 
TRUTH x 
my Ordination. 


| Lord, thou knoweſt, 


(38) 

vies, but in what is aforementioned. The end of Ordinat:on or laying 
on of Hands, (for I do in no wiſe ſpeak to exclude or deſpiſe it, but 
only that Things may be underftood, and that we may not be tied up 
too ſtrictly unto humane Obſervations ) is to make choiſe ot fit Perſonz 
to ſerve in the Miniftry ; but where any Perſon doth- give a more ſuffi 
cient Demonſtration to the World of his Fitneſs and Ability, then all 
required and uſcd in that amounts unto, here the Reaſon ot the thing 
ceaſeth. . 

I am not worthy of the leaft of all thy Mercies, and of the TRUTH 
which thou haſt ſhewed unto thy Servant, Gen. 32. 1o But as thou, O 
Lord, haſt ſhewed thy Truth unto me, fo I have not concealed it, Plal.4o, 
10. but I have publiſhed it f to the World, that they may lee and judge, 
whether I may not ſomewhat ſerve my Generation according to thy 
Will, even in the beft of Works. By Teaching eranſgreſſors thy Ways, 
and that Sinners may be converted unto thee. And notwithſtanding I do 
now fear an Oath, and would ſtand faft in the Liberty wherem Chriſt hath 
made us free ; (o that though | am hindred by the Law of a Carnal Com- 
m.ndment, yet I am ftirred up by the Power of endleſs Life, to act and 
move as far as I can till the other hindrances are taken away. 1 delight 
to do thy V;N, O my God ; yea thy Law 1 within my Heart. I would preach 
R:ghteo: ſneſs in the great Congregation ; lo I would not refrain my Lips, O 

Pla. 40. 8,9. But notwithſtanding the Terrour and 
Threatnings of Mzn, I would ipeak bold'y all things which I ought to 
ſpeak, Andif God give notice hereof to his Servants, and incline, yea 
and cauſe them ta come to hear One, who would fo follow the ſteps 
of Chiift our Example, as not to regard the Perſons of Men, but to teach 
this IV.,y of Ged in Truth; (o that there may be a large and effettual Door 
of utterance opened unto mee. And though to this at fiſt chere are many 
Advirſanes; but I traſt, that when God ſhall begin to do this, he will 
go on to perfect the lame; and continue what he hath opened, that nei- 
ther Men nor Devils ſhall ſhut or itop my Mouth, which he commands 
to he opencd, and to /zft up ay Voice and not be afraid. And if I might 
fr m cnc Lord's Day to another preach Righteorſneſs in the great Congre= 
gtion, than thoſe Words in ſuccefſion of Time will drop torth out of 
my M_uth that wonld make the Hearts of all unjuft Mzn to quake, and 
the hope of Hypocrites to periſh. And if he, who is the chief herein, 
ſhould not ceme to hear them himfclf, yet the Rumour thereof would 
make him think tc return wneo by onm Land, and to be troubled, and 
doubt whether he had not beft hafle away for fear he ſhould not be 
ſafe here; which yet he might ſafely remain here : For as the Lord li- 
ve h, whoſe M/ ds only doth give h1m Occaſion thus to fear and doube, the 
ſame wovld afſure and fatisfy him alſo, if he had perfe&t knowledge 
thereof, that not ſo much as one Hair of his Head ſhould fall to the 
Ground, Seek one by Wick: dneſs till thin find none, Plal. 10. 5. and only 
take away the Iniquity, and the Lord will receive him graciouſly ; aud 
he will give all his People a Charge, and Cauſe, that they ſhall not do 
him the leaſt harm. And I will drive thee from thy Station, and from 


thy State ſhall be pull thee down, Iſa. 22. 19, And thou profane, wicked 
Prince 
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Prince of Iſrael (for ſo'is every one in this or any other Corntry, who 
makes uſe of H |ly Things for Hypocritical Purpoſes; and whoſo doth 


not regard the Law of God, nor yet the Holy Commandment defiver: d. 


unto us) whoſe Day i come when Iniquity ſhall have an end. Tous faith 
the Lord, remove the Diadem, and take off the Crown, Ezzk. 21,25 26, 
But when God doth this, or Commands it to be done by the {endings 
farth of by Truth, there is always a gracious Thing intermixed and 


joyned therewith. Mercy aid Truth are met together 3 Righteouſneſs and. 


Peace bave kiſſed each other, As it is (aid in the Proverb , Truth breaks 
#o Bones, for it doth only make an imprefſion within, but it doth not 
ſuffer, nor admit of, nor cauſe the leaſt outward Force or Violence. 
But firſt of all, He ſhall pa/s over to by Strong Ho'd, Iſa. 31. 9. to fee 
and try if they who placed him there cannot Fuftiyfie nor make it 
Right to him; but both He and bs Princes ſhall be afraid of the Eu 
fegn, ſaith the Lord: For the bare taking the E:fign , on which it is; 


written God and my Right, is but another kind of ſaying Lord, Lord, Diet 
a general Form of Speech uſed by the Markers of Iniqaity; for neither Droit. 


will this, nor what is yet more, be able to protect and and fave him, 
and them, from the Fre in Sion, and the Furnace 4 Jeruſalem, which 
will take cff and covſume a!l this Droſs and Counterfeit, For it would 
be ſo clearly made out and demonſtrated, that it is all Unrizhteouſ- 
neſs and Ir.iqis'y, and that all thoſe who continue herein, ſhall not be 
Saved, but th:y ſhall be Damned, fo that they ſhall be- indeed cat 
into the Furnace of F:re; fo that theſe Perſons would come trembling 
to know what they muſt do to eſcape thoſe Evil things. - And even the 
whole vaſt M.ultitude of cur Scribes and Phariſees ſhall be no longer able 
to witho/'d th: Governour from coming to Repentance , nor-yet turn him 
away from making Reſtitution, ( ſee As 13. 8.) For notwithſtanding 
they have heretotore ſought all along to do ſo by making uſe of Di- 
ſtinctions, Reſtrictions, Imaginations and Inventions of their own, mere 
humane Expoſitions and Traditions that they have delivered: Yet now 
the very Reaſun ſhall be known, wherefore they did ſo; which was 
twofold ; either to ſooth, quiet, and delude their own Conſciences ; and 
alſo to juſtrfie themſelves before Men: Hereby making a Shew that they 
were all along holy and obcdient to the Law of God, and that they 
did teach the ſame trulv ; whereas it was all but a Moral outward Cons 
yveiſation or Hypocriſy, THEIR GENERAL PREACHING 
IS IN VAIN; for They do not go about to turn from, but ra hor they 
ftrer.g:hen the bands of evil Doers, that none doth return from by Wicked- 
neſs and In:quity. But all ſhall vaniſh off, and them(felves ſhall be in con- 
tivued fear and doubt of Mind. And every Sermon they preach or pub- 
liſh, will be a Witneſs againit themſelves ; for the outward end, as they 
do acknowledge, is to bring People over to Obedience unto God, and 
to turn many away from Iniquity, Mal. 2. 6. and to turn many unto Righ- 
geouſneſs, Dan. 12. 3. But if by their falle and corrupt Doctrine; it by 
ties they ſtrengthen the bands of the Wicked, that be ſhould not turn from 
bu wicked way, by promifmg bim Life, Ezek. 13. 22, although he dotl 
coutinue in the aCtual Breach of ſuch a Law ot God; and they allow- 

ing 


G mon 


(49) 

ing their Hearers in, and with falſe Notions and ſirong Deluſions, by 
Preaching for the Decoiveablene/s of Unrighteouſneſs;, THET SHALL 
MAKE THEIR O/N TONGUE FALL UPON THE M- 
SELVES: ALL THAT SEE THEM, SHALL FLEE 
AW AT, ſal. 64. 8. For they thall wiſely and truly confider, That 
that Order of men who were ordained to ſee forth G:d s Glory, do diſho« 
nour him: and who are co /et forth the Salvation of ill Men, they do by 
their Corruption more hinder than further it. And cach fiv-gle Perſon 
ſhall conclude on this wife, That my fclf, who win willingly be fa- 
ved, will not trutt to thele Guides, for all their fine F our. ths, imnooth 
Language, Wiſdom of Man's Worcs, whatever Reputation and F-ſhion 
they ſtand in before the Wo.1.1 Theſe are the mocern Phariſees, who 
Juſiifie themſeſves before Men ;, but God knoweth therr Heats; tor that 
which highly eſteeme:l ammeſt Men, is an Abommation mm the $:24t of 

God, Luk. 16. 15. | 
He knoweth ail the Secrets of the Heart ; all the Thoughts, Words 
and Actions of all the Children of Men, in this Ciiy or Nation, and 
thronghout all the habitable Parts of the Earth, aid accorting as be 
1hill be pleaſed to reveal ont of his /rd, which 1s a D:jcerner of the 
Thoughts ard Intemts of the Hart, Heb. 4. 12. For ie who made Man, 
knows what x m Man, and what may be undeiitcod fic m I/a. 11, 3. 
and other like places ; So that as we learn by certain and neccffary Con- 
equence, and only from true Ovtervationz fo we would lay open in the 


* For curſed 15 many * Particulars and Circumi' ar ces, by plain and tive Sayings, with 
that Deceiver, ſuitable Inſtruction and Exhocrtation, and Conſe ation, duiing the time 
who hovers ſtill we are in this Vale of Miteiy; and as long as I'vave any Putfibility to 
only (in gene» (ſpeak, and others can and will eome to hear me, In the time of War 


rals. 


and preſent Exigency, if the Genera's, Colonels, Capt urs, Licutenants, 
are Cowardly and negligent in their Office, then a more interior Officer 
or Common Soldier may ſerve the Necetlity, and lad up the Men; and 
when any of them are killed, diſabled, or taken Captive, another ſhould 
immediately ſtep up in his room, to ſupply what he ſhould have done, 
or did as long as he could. It ſhould be exactly fo in the Spiritual 
Warfare, and indeed it was ſo under the Primitive Perlſecutions. They 
did not yeild, nor give way, nor retzai'1, notwithſtanding all the Oppos 
fition of the Devil, and of his Incarvate Inſtruments. Ard as this is a 
ſufficient Anſwer and Jaitification of my leeming F-rwardneſs; fo 
where the lame deſpiſed Perſon, whum the Lord bath drirumred and 
doth deliver, and I truft he will yer deliver, doth « ffer him; elt to fighe 
with the Sword of by Mouth, as long as he ſhall draw Breath; ( tor 
as long as I live, I would ſpeak and preach atter this manner) then 
I hope I may have the Prayers an! govud Wiſhes, ya and the Confeit 
of all thoſe Ch ift ans of the P:imitive Spirit to ar1ſe wp 12.d be dong : 
Go and the Lord be with thee. And if as before, and here again cau- 
tioned the vifible Inſtruments ot the D-vil wil! tun the certain and 
dreadful Venture to have themſelves Excommunicated fic m aud not ade 
mitted into Heaven 3 and they will caft and keep me in VP. for on Pure 
poſe to hinder the Ford of whe Lord, which he doth ana ſball make 


knowa 


(ar) 
'to the: end: that it Thou!d ps Forth dt 'of my 


known in 
Mouth ; Then 4. 14 the Ears of the Peopin that wre by the 


Priſon Walls,: 44.1 worlg cry with a\loud. Vive, to the Tate thit they 
might hear -me ; forio''this caſe both Speaket and Hearery ould g6 
and do as far as Creatures can do, And I would allo pray, The Lord 
rebicke thee Stan; arid as thou 'art a knowing, diſcerning Spirit, who 
wouldſt noe be'rormented before thy tithes Thou hatt fome felf-loves fo 
likewiſe thou ſhouldſt tiave ſo mach Reaſoning, as not in the mean while 
io.to let, refit und temjst to de thoſe things,” us'to procure unto thy felf 
2 greater Torment 3 which when it comes tbe iflicted,! will be fo much 
the more; as will be more than equivaleat then if thou hadſt been aCtuaF 
ly tormentedieverfance that time thou ſfpakeft after this manner. Metirare 
upon rhaſe things, trot thy ſelf whith tothem ; that thy Profiting may apprar 
to al, Ina Word, I would take bred nnito my ſelf,” and mito my Do8renc, ' 
and continue in them 5. for ws doing thy I ſhall both ſave my ſelf nnd theth © v. 
that bear me, £ Tims.4/16, Which laſt is more than. Tewahbbſard Are nn 
guments and Confiderations, drawn from this WIRE ahd GEDANIEE __ 
Thi Ws - 4 raves at+- 3 +M 4+ ; g's 2 
-y thy loving Kindneſs unto them that know ther 3 arid thy R12h 

reouſneſs 20 the upripbe tw Heart Let not the Foot of Pride came againſt mt, 
ard let nat the Hand of the Wicked remove me, Pfal. 36, 10,11. Andif 
the Lord grant my requcft in this thing, the other alſd will be certainly 
conſequent. There are-the Workers of Indquaty falles : They are caft- dowh 
and ſhall not be able to riſe, veri. 12. But now the Lot is fallen unto 
me in-a rugged gfoundz yea, I have an hard task; for-I am-not only 
to fight with the great multitude of Sinners and Tranfgreffors as taken 
leverally, who thus are as ſo many Pricking Thorws : But allo I amito 
grapple with Iniqurey eftabliſhed by a Law; which as Briars and | 
0s, will claſp about and may come near to deltroy me. Through thy 
Grace and Protection, O my God, I am contented to begin,” antl 'g6 

through with all this ; but without that no man would be tuthcient for 

theſe things : And therefore I do pray with the more earneſtneſs, That 
the -Lord will be ow to ſhew bs Strength in- my Weakneſs ; and thei 
by that I ſhall at length get the Victory and cotne off more- than 'Con- 
qQueror. ' L *» 1 4 "77> 8] 

. The Iaference and Application of the whole is, bat I ſay wnto you, 
T /ay unto all. ' $0 what Tay unto: others, who do not hear or read, the 
ſame Truth is unto them who do * receive it into their Knowledge. * 4nd without 
The end of all the Words before. rehearſed is to pull down the Srrarig recerving the 
Holds of Diſobedience and Rebellion to God ; and to bring every Im\a* Know'edge of 
gination and Thought to his Obedience in all Creatures, As it hath been! 76+ T,utb in 
declared againft Iniquity and - att Unrightrouſueks of Meri: as \they'are thy Mord, 
Jjoyned together in 2 National Community ; ſo'theiſant belongs to 'sdl none 1h ever 
in their reſpective Trades, Occupations, Dealingskn the*World, or this com? 20 Life 
ſeveral Private, Families and Perſons. The ſane Mach which hovers oernal, 

over Palaces and great Houſes, doth alſo oves the lefler' Dwdlings and 

Cottages of the unrighteous. And what Threatning hats been 'pro- 
nounced againtt Men of high Degree, wy ns not vaig Words unto 
* them; 


2 


(42) : 
them ; which alſo do reach unto thoſe of low Degree, even to af the 
Sunners in Galilee and Jeruſalem, in City, Town: Village, who commit 
Iniquity, and do the like things. Excepe ye repent; ye _ all likewiſe 
periſh. Eſehew evil, and do good : Andin both, your Doty ſhould be 
univerſal, and you thould keep all the Commandments, which do con- 
cern you in your fingle Perſons; which is Godlineſs, Righteouſneſs, 
and Sobriety ; or as ye are in a Relation of Father or Mother, Sons or 
Daughters, Matters and Servants, Miftrefſes and Maidens. For this the 
Lord thy God doth require of every Man and Woman, ( both low and 
high, rich and poor, ) ro fear the Lord thy God with all thy Heart and 
with all eby Soul, Devut, 10, 12. and by keepmg the VIays of the Lord; 
and by not wickedly depareng from your God; by baving A L L bu Fludg- 
ments before you, Plal. 18. 21, 22. by having ReſpeRt unto ALL f2 
t For Doleſus Commandments, Plal.. 119. 6. Ye may be heceby diftinguiſhed from all 
ſemper verſa- others who are. called Chriftians, aud yet do not depart from INE 
twr in genzza- QUITT; nor teach Men fo to do, as it is f particularly explained ac- 
bw. cording to the true and very Nature thereof. . 

Tis only their Multitude which defends them; and becauſe God ſuf 
fers the Manners of all People all the Days and Years they are 'in this 
Earth ;4ſo they think is firange, and are angry and diſpleaſed that ye 
alſo are not led away with their univerſal Ercour and Corruption, ſpeak- 
ig evil of you. But themſelves ſhall give account of every idle and falſe 

ord they have ſpoken tzainft you. Remember Lord the Reproach of 
thy Servants, bow I do bear in my boſom the Reproach of - all the mighty 
people; Woerewith thine Enemues have Reproached, O Lord, wherewith 
they have ſlandered. the Footſteps of thine Anointed, Plal. 89. 50, 51. and 
they have ſpoken againſt the wprighs 3n Heart. Bat of all this they mnft 
anſwer b:fore him whois ready to judge beth the quick 'and the dead. 
They qQount it an-odiaus or invidious thing, to ſpeak or preach againſt 
the iGovernmen,t that noe#'is 3 ( for accerding to their wonted manner 
of rurinam things upſide down, they call that the Government, which is 
only an unnatural and wnjutt Uſurpation, ) for fay they, who are difſaf- 
fed to it,1ht is either out of Pride, Revenge, Malxe, Envy, D:ſcontenc, 
or what is yet worſe. The Lord forbid that there ſhould. be the leaft 
Mixture ot juch in the Hearts of People, or any thing which hath a 
Tuncture of Sin- and Paſſion, or. bf what is merely human and favours 
oiily of Men, Fur all this Leaven ought and mutt be purged'out of 
Chciftians 3 and doth not lurk in the Hearts of any 'who are indeed Saints, 
But yet theſe know and underſtand, and will not be' afraid to ſpeak 
openly, of the Plaſphemy and Rebellion of thoſe, who ( as before ob- 
ſerved ) would Reign only themſelves; and would: faint live without 
Gad+in the World. And the : Chief Prieſts and the Scribes ſougbe to lay 
band; -on Chuift ; for. they perceived. that' be had ſpoken this Parable 
AGAINST them, Lnke 20. 19. And now if any thing is Spoken 
or Publiſhed AGAINST the King in Poſſeſſion, and the Rulers 
under him; he is a TRATTOR, and delerves to be put to 
Death preſently. But of how much forer Puniſhment were the 
Phariſees of Old worthy of ® Or avy Kine, Judges, and Rwler 
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2t this Day, When they do at things AGAINST the great God 

and his Law, and his Kingdom and Dominion over Men. If the Phari- 

ſ-es had done nothing againſt the Law of God, nor yet Diſhonoured 
bin, Chrift had ſpoken nothing againtt them}; and fo-if onr Govern» 
ours do not tranſgreſs againſt ſome of the Ten Commandments, then 
his Prophets, Minifters, and Faithful Servants have nothing at all to 
ſay againſt them. Aud if one ſhould ſpeak raſhly aghinft them-out of 
any mere humane Principle and Confideration, than they may ſafely 
proceed againſt ſuch an one, and he doth juftly ſuffer as an evil Doer. 
Put them in mind to be ſubjeft to Principatities and Powers 3 80 ſpeak, 
evil of no Man, to be no Brawlers, Tit, 3. 1, 2. Nor yet of them, 
who did not remain (ſubject to Principalittes and Powers, who were 
more Righteous and higher than themſelves. For as we ſhould not 
vilifie nor ſpeak lightly of Men of higher Station and Honour ; ſo 
likewiſe where any do by force and violence get the Rule and Au- 
thocity in their Hands, That ſhould be Reverenced even when 
it is veſted in a wrong Perſon. But, yet if thoſe in the higheſt 
Places, or many joyned together do Sin and Tranſgreſs, and com- 
mit In-equity, Ariſe, O Lord, let not Man prevail, let the Heathen be 
judged in thy fight : Put them in fear O Lord, the Nations may know 
themſelves: to be BUT MEN, Plal. 2. 19, 20. That is, they are dy- 
ing Creatures, like Frogs in vile Bodies, finfal Duſt and Aſhes, weak 
contemptible Beings, Graſhoppers and Worms of the Earth. And 
what are ſuch that they ſhould in the Days of their Fleth Life wp chem» 
fetves agairft the Lord of Heaven, the God in whoſe band their breath #, 
and whoſe us all thevy ways, him they bave not Glorified, Dan. 5. 23. And 
when he ſends Mefſengers to:tell them of their Tran(greffions, to ac« 
quaint them of the violation of his Laws, to teftific againſt them that 
they might hereafter keep his Statutes, and obſcrve his Laws, and live 
obedientl» under his Government ; but for doing this they do caſt Stones, 
Wound, ſhamefully Handle, or Bras, or Kill his Mcfſ-ngers, the GREAT 
KING will ſend forth his Armies, and miſerably Deltroy ſuch People, 
who ſhall preſume to do after this manner. Aa themſelves will 
wiſh that inſtead of being Men, they had rather been Vipers or Ser- 
pines, Toads or Dragons, the moft Odious and Deſtructive Creaturesz 
for their Miſery would than have been lefs. But how can theſe eſcape 
the Damnation cf Hell 2 And as certainly as there is a greater Torment 
and Condemnation 5 þ it will be the Portion of ſuch, who do thus fill 
up the utmoft Meaſure of their Fathers, By committing the higheſt 
degree of Diſobedience and Provocation againft a great and in» 
— Which little, weak and ſhort lived Creatures are capa» 

le oft. 

Thoſe who have the Knowledge and Love of God, have as much In- 
dignation, and vebement Defire, and Zeal, and Revenge, 2 Cor.7. 11. 
which is alſo ſpoken of 2 Cor. 10. 6, when any thing is done againſt the 
Government and Law of God, by any one whatſoever, for with him 
there is no reſpect of Perſons: As the greateſt Zealots and moſt vigi- 
lant Maintainers of any Earthly King or Prinee do Act, and diligent! 
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